
 

 

Town of 

New Chicago 

 

Town Code 

(2017) 
  



 

Town Code (2017) | i  

 

New Chicago Town Code 
Table of Chapters 

 

Chapter 1 - Prefix and enabling ordinance ....................................................................................... 1 

Chapter 2 ï Rules of construction ................................................................................................... 5 

Chapter 3 - Town government .......................................................................................................15 

Chapter 4 ï Personnel policy and administration .............................................................................37 

Chapter 5 - Parks and recreation ....................................................................................................52 

Chapter 6 ï Ordinance violations ...................................................................................................59 

Chapter 7 - Water Works, sewer, and stormwater ............................................................................73 

Chapter 8 ï Streets and sidewalks ..................................................................................................88 

Chapter 9 ï Building Code ......................................................................................................... 106 

Chapter 10 - Contractors ............................................................................................................ 134 

Chapter 11 ï Property Maintenance Code ..................................................................................... 140 

Chapter 12 ï Mobile homes and mobile home parks ...................................................................... 151 

Chapter 13 - Zoning ................................................................................................................... 168 

Chapter 14 ï Flood hazard areas .................................................................................................. 188 

Chapter 15 - Stormwater management .......................................................................................... 216 

Chapter 16 ï Garbage and trash ................................................................................................... 253 

Chapter 17 ï Licenses, permits, and business regulations ............................................................... 276 

Chapter 18 ï Rental housing ....................................................................................................... 300 

Chapter 19 ï Fire and hazardous materials safety .......................................................................... 321 

Chapter 20 - Animals ................................................................................................................. 351 

Chapter 21 - Nuisances .............................................................................................................. 379 

Chapter 22 ï Signs and street numbers ......................................................................................... 398 

Chapter 23 ï Traffic and vehicles ................................................................................................ 402 

Chapter 24 ï Weapons and explosives ......................................................................................... 445 

Chapter 25 ï Miscellaneous provisions and offenses ...................................................................... 453 

 

  



 

Town Code (2017) | ii  

 

Complete Table of Ordinances 

Chapter 1 - Prefix and enabling ordinance ....................................................................................... 1 

Sec. 1-1 ŧ Adoption of Code ............................................................................................... 1 

Sec. 1-2 ŧ Effect upon of former ordinances ....................................................................... 1 

Sec. 1-3 ŧ No revival of past ordinances ............................................................................. 1 

Sec. 1-4 ŧ Reserved ........................................................................................................... 2 

Sec. 1-5 ŧ Incorporation of amendments ............................................................................ 2 

Sec. 1-6 ŧ Amendments to Code ........................................................................................ 2 

Sec. 1-7 ŧ Noncodified ordinances...................................................................................... 2 

Sec. 1-8 ŧ Town officials ..................................................................................................... 2 

Sec. 1-9 - Date Code enters into effect ............................................................................... 3 

Chapter 2 ï Rules of construction ................................................................................................... 5 

Sec. 2-1 - Designation and citation of Code ........................................................................ 5 

Sec. 2-2 - Rules of construction .......................................................................................... 5 

Sec. 2-3 ŧ Definitions .......................................................................................................... 5 

Sec. 2-4 - Certain ordinances not affected by Code ............................................................ 8 

Sec. 2-5 - Errors or omissions ............................................................................................. 9 

Sec. 2-6 - Conflicting provisions .......................................................................................... 9 

Sec. 2-7 - Code does not affect prior offenses, penalties, contracts or rights ...................... 9 

Sec. 2-8 - Catchlines of sections ........................................................................................10 

Sec. 2-9 ŧ Injunctions ........................................................................................................10 

Sec. 2-10 ŧ Reserved. .......................................................................................................10 

Sec. 2-11 - Amendments to Code ......................................................................................10 

Sec. 2-12 - Effect of repeal of ordinances ..........................................................................11 

Sec. 2-12 through 2-13 ŧ Reserved. ..................................................................................11 

Sec. 2-14 - Supplementation of Code generally .................................................................11 

Sec. 2-15 - Responsibility of officers with respect to assigned copies of Code ...................12 

Sec. 2-16 - Severability of parts of Code ............................................................................12 

Sec. 2-17 ŧ Fines and fees that exceed or otherwise violate state law ...............................13 

Chapter 3 - Town government .......................................................................................................15 

Article 1 - Selection of officers ..................................................................................................15 

Sec. 3-1 - Selection of councilmembers .............................................................................15 



 

Town Code (2017) | iii  

 

Sec. 3-2 - Wards ................................................................................................................15 

Sec. 3-3 - Use of Town promotion fund ..............................................................................17 

Sections 3-4 through 3-15 ŧ Reserved. ..............................................................................17 

Article 2 - Meetings .................................................................................................................17 

Sec. 3-16 - Date, time, place, etc., of regular meetings ......................................................17 

Sec. 3-17 - Calling special meetings ..................................................................................17 

Sec. 3-18 - Quorum; voting ................................................................................................18 

Sec. 3-19 ŧ President and vice president ...........................................................................18 

Sec. 3-20 - Clerk-Treasurer ...............................................................................................18 

Sec. 3-21 - Robert's Rules .................................................................................................19 

Sec. 3-22 - Suspension of RobertŪs Rules ..........................................................................19 

Sections 3-33 through 3-39 - Reserved. .............................................................................19 

Article 3 ï Conduct of meetings .................................................................................................19 

Sec. 3-40 - Order of business ............................................................................................19 

Sec. 3-41 - Additions to agenda .........................................................................................20 

Sec. 3-42 - Deciding priority of business ............................................................................21 

Sec. 3-43 - Function of presiding officer .............................................................................21 

Sec. 3-44 - Two members requesting recognition at same time .........................................21 

Sec. 3-45 - Remarks, questions, etc., by nonmembers ......................................................21 

Sec. 3-46 - Improper conduct, refusal to obey orders, etc. .................................................21 

Sec. 3-47 - Motions generally .............................................................................................22 

Sec. 3-48 - Voting ..............................................................................................................22 

Sec. 3-49 - Motions while other matters being discussed ...................................................22 

Sec. 3-50 - Motion for previous question ............................................................................23 

Sec. 3-51 - Ordinances ......................................................................................................23 

Sec. 3-52 ŧ Committees generally .....................................................................................23 

Sections 3-53 through 3-59 ŧ Reserved. ............................................................................24 

Article 4 ï Departments and officers ..........................................................................................24 

Sec. 3-60 ŧ Clerk-Treasurer ...............................................................................................24 

Sec. 3-61 - Town Attorney .................................................................................................24 

Sec. 3-62 ŧ Reserved. .......................................................................................................25 

Sec. 3-63 ŧ Code Enforcement Officer established ............................................................25 



 

Town Code (2017) | iv  

 

Sec. 3-64 - Duties and powers of the Code Enforcement Officer .......................................25 

Sec. 3-65 ŧ Commissioners and Inspectors established ....................................................26 

Sec. 3-66 - Planning Commission ......................................................................................26 

Sec. 3-67 ŧ Reserved ........................................................................................................26 

Sec. 3-68 - Chief of Police .................................................................................................26 

Sec. 3-69 - Appointment of Liaison ....................................................................................27 

Sec. 3-70 ŧ Reserved. .......................................................................................................27 

Sec. 3-71 - Purchasing agent .............................................................................................27 

Sec. 3-72 - Payment of specified lawful debts and expenditures ........................................28 

Sections 3-73 through 3-79 ŧ Reserved. ............................................................................29 

Article 5 ï Funds .....................................................................................................................29 

Division 1 ŧ Generally ........................................................................................................29 

Sec. 3-80 - List not exhaustive ...........................................................................................29 

Division 2- Specific funds ...................................................................................................29 

Sec. 3-81 ŧ Rainy Day Fund ..............................................................................................29 

Sec. 3-82 - Cumulative Capital Development Fund ............................................................30 

Sec. 3-83 ŧ Lake County, Indiana, County Economic Development Income Tax (CEDIT) 

Special Revenue Non-Reverting Fund ...............................................................................30 

Sec. 3-84 - Public Safety Town Adjusted Gross Income Tax Special Revenue Non-

Reverting Fund ..................................................................................................................31 

Sec. 3-85 ŧ Ordinance Violation Fund ................................................................................32 

Sec. 3-86 ŧ Park and Recreation Building Fund .................................................................32 

Sec. 3-87 - Police Department IDP Fund ...........................................................................32 

Sec. 3-88 Water Works Maintenance Fee Fund .................................................................33 

Sec. 3-89 - Water Works Customer Deposit Non-Reverting Fund ......................................33 

Sec. 3-90 - DUI Taskforce Grant Fund ...............................................................................33 

Sec. 3-91 - Recycling Program Non-Reverting Fund ..........................................................33 

Sections 3-92 through 3-120 ŧ Reserved. ..........................................................................33 

Article 6 - Requests for public documentation .............................................................................34 

Sec. 3-121 - Definitions ......................................................................................................34 

Sec. 3-122. - Fee for copying of public records established ...............................................34 

Sec. 3-123 - Form of requests ............................................................................................34 



 

Town Code (2017) | v  

 

Sec. 3-124 - Conflicts with Indiana Public Records Act ......................................................34 

Sec. 3-125 ŧ New Chicago Police Department Fees for Services ......................................35 

Sections 3-126Ũ3-135 - Reserved. ...................................................................................35 

Article 7 ï Identity theft protection ............................................................................................35 

Sec. 3-136. - Identity theft prevention program ..................................................................35 

Chapter 4 ï Personnel policy and administration .............................................................................37 

Article 1 - Generally .................................................................................................................38 

Sec. 4-1 - Definitions ..........................................................................................................38 

Sec. 4-2 - Applicability........................................................................................................39 

Sec. 4-3 - Equal employment opportunity policy.................................................................39 

Sec. 4-4 - Harassment .......................................................................................................39 

Sec. 4-5 ŧ Reserved. .........................................................................................................40 

Sec. 4-6 ŧ Employee handbook .........................................................................................40 

Sections 4-7 through 4-20 ŧ Reserved. ..............................................................................40 

Article 2 - Employment and performance requirements ................................................................40 

Sec. 4-21 - Overview .........................................................................................................40 

Sec. 4-22 - Contracting with relatives of elected officials ....................................................41 

Sec. 4-23 - Introductory period for new employees ............................................................41 

Sec 4-24 ŧ Absenteeism and Tardiness .............................................................................42 

Sec. 4-25- Substance abuse ..............................................................................................42 

Sec. 4-26 - Conflict of interest ............................................................................................43 

Sec. 4-27 - Gifts and gratuities ...........................................................................................43 

Sec. 4-28 - Political activity ................................................................................................43 

Sec. 4-29 - Public relations ................................................................................................43 

Sec. 4-30 - Dress ...............................................................................................................44 

Sections 4-31 through 4-39 ŧ Reserved. ............................................................................44 

Article 3 - Compensation and benefits ........................................................................................44 

Sec. 4-40 - General compensation policies ........................................................................44 

Sec. 4-41 - Overtime ..........................................................................................................44 

Sec. 4-42 ŧ Sick Leave ......................................................................................................45 

Sec. 4-43 - Other leaves ....................................................................................................45 

Sec. 4-44 - Travel reimbursement policy ............................................................................46 



 

Town Code (2017) | vi  

 

Sections 4-45 through 4-55 - Reserved. .............................................................................46 

Article 4 - Employee discipline ..................................................................................................47 

Sec. 4-56 - Scope ..............................................................................................................47 

Sec. 4-57 - General policies ...............................................................................................47 

Sec. 4-58 - Disciplinary actions ..........................................................................................47 

Sections 4-59 through 4-70 ŧ Reserved. ............................................................................48 

Article 5 - Drug and alcohol policy ............................................................................................48 

Sec. 4-71 - Generally .........................................................................................................48 

Sec. 4-72 - Payment of cost of rehabilitation program and subsequent testing ..................49 

Sec. 4-73 - Policy ...............................................................................................................49 

Sec. 4-74 - Prohibited drugs ..............................................................................................49 

Sec. 4-75 - Alcohol .............................................................................................................49 

Sec. 4-76 - Reporting violations .........................................................................................50 

Chapter 5 - Parks and recreation ....................................................................................................52 

Sec. 5-1 - Applicability........................................................................................................52 

Sec. 5-2 ŧ Park board ........................................................................................................52 

Sec. 5-3 - Closing times .....................................................................................................53 

Sec. 5-4 - Glass containers ................................................................................................53 

Sec. 5-5 - Alcoholic beverages ...........................................................................................53 

Sec. 5-6 - Motor vehicles ...................................................................................................53 

Sec. 5-7 - Trash disposal ...................................................................................................53 

Sec. 5-8 - Animals ..............................................................................................................54 

Sec. 5-9 ŧ Loitering ............................................................................................................54 

Sec. 5-10 ŧ Vandalism and destruction of property ............................................................54 

Sec. 5-11 - Fees to be charged by the Parks Department ..................................................54 

Sec. 5-12 ŧ Violation; penalty.............................................................................................55 

Chapter 6 ï Ordinance violations ...................................................................................................59 

Article 1 ŧ Generally ...........................................................................................................59 

Sec. 6-1 - General penalty .................................................................................................59 

Sec. 6- 2 - Larger fines for subsequent offenses ................................................................59 

Sec. 6-2 - Offenses punishable under separate provisions ................................................59 

Sec. 6-3 - Disposition of ordinance violation fines ..............................................................60 



 

Town Code (2017) | vii  

 

Sections 6-4 through 6-10 ŧ Reserved. ..............................................................................60 

Article 2 ŧ Ordinance Violations Bureau .............................................................................60 

Sec. 6-11- Creation of Ordinance Violations Bureau ..........................................................60 

Sec. 6-12 - Appointment of Clerk-Treasurer as violations clerk ..........................................60 

Sec. 6-13 - Payment of fines to violation clerk ....................................................................60 

Sec. 6-14 ŧ Jurisdictional limit upon Ordinance Violation Bureau .......................................61 

Sec. 6-15 - Denial of violation; prosecution ........................................................................61 

Sec. 6-16 ŧ Table of offenses payable before the Ordinance Violation Bureau ..................61 

Sec. 6-16 through 6-20 ŧ Reserved. ..................................................................................71 

Article 3 ŧ Traffic Ordinance Deferral Program ...................................................................71 

Sec. 6-21 ŧ Traffic Ordinance Deferral Program ................................................................71 

Chapter 7 - Water Works, sewer, and stormwater ............................................................................73 

Article 1 - Generally .................................................................................................................73 

Sec. 7-1 ŧ Rate schedules .................................................................................................73 

Sec. 7-2 ŧ Adoption of AWWA Standards manual ..............................................................73 

Sec. 7-3 ŧ Adoption of Drinking Water Standards ..............................................................73 

Sections 7-4 through 7-10 ŧ Reserved. ..............................................................................73 

Article 2 ï Water .....................................................................................................................74 

Sec. 7-11 - General water service ......................................................................................74 

Sec. 7-12 - Water transmission and distribution mains .......................................................75 

Sec. 7-13 - Water service lines and meters ........................................................................76 

Sec. 7-14 - Inspections ......................................................................................................77 

Sec. 7-15 - Frozen water meters and service lines .............................................................78 

Sec. 7-16 - Backflow prevention .........................................................................................79 

Sec. 7-17 - Water Works fees and charges ........................................................................80 

Sec. 7-18 - Water Works fines and charges .......................................................................82 

Sec. 7-19 - Rates and charges for repairs of damaged waterlines and Water Works 

property .............................................................................................................................82 

Sec. 7-20 - Automatic rate adjustments .............................................................................83 

Sec. 7-21 ŧ Discontinuation of water services ....................................................................84 

Sec. 7-22 ŧ Unauthorized use or access ............................................................................84 

Sec. 7-23 ŧ Basis for Monthly Billing ..................................................................................84 



 

Town Code (2017) | viii  

 

Sec. 7-24 ŧ Authority to establish additional regualtions ....................................................85 

Sections 7-25 through 7-40 ŧ Reserved. ............................................................................85 

Article 3 ï Sewer .....................................................................................................................86 

Sec. 7-41 - New customer fees ..........................................................................................86 

Sections 7-42 through 7-60 ŧ Reserved. ............................................................................86 

Article 4 - Stormwater ..............................................................................................................86 

Sec. 7-61 - Stormwater rates and charges .........................................................................86 

Chapter 8 ï Streets and sidewalks ..................................................................................................88 

Article 1 ï In general ................................................................................................................88 

Sec. 8-1 - Street construction generally .............................................................................88 

Sec. 8-2 - Construction and maintenance permit required ..................................................88 

Sec. 8-3 ŧ Specifications for new streets ...........................................................................88 

Sec. 8-4 - Specifications ŧ resurfacing ...............................................................................88 

Sec. 8-5 ŧ Specifications ŧ alleys .......................................................................................89 

Sec. 8-6 - Specifications ŧ miscellaneous ..........................................................................89 

Sec. 8-7 ŧ Bond required ...................................................................................................89 

Sec. 8-8 ŧ Curbs ................................................................................................................89 

Sec. 8-9 - Acceptance of streets by the Town ....................................................................89 

Sec. 8-10 - Curbs, sidewalks and streetlights in residential subdivisions ............................90 

Sec. 8-11 - Trees, shrubs, and grass .................................................................................90 

Sec. 8-12 ŧ Violations; penalty ...........................................................................................90 

Sections 8-13 through 9-20 - Reserved. .............................................................................91 

Article 2 ï Street cuts or alterations ............................................................................................91 

Sec. 8-21 - Street cut permit required ................................................................................91 

Sec. 8-22 - Bond ................................................................................................................93 

Sec. 8-24 - Approval of sidewalks ......................................................................................93 

Sec. 8-25 through 8-40 ŧ Reserved. ..................................................................................93 

Article 3 - Driveways ...............................................................................................................93 

Division 1 - Generally ..............................................................................................................93 

Sections 8-41 through 8-50 - Reserved. .............................................................................93 

Division 2 - Access standards ....................................................................................................93 

Sec. 8-51 - Introduction ......................................................................................................93 



 

Town Code (2017) | ix  

 

Sec. 8-52 - Definitions ........................................................................................................94 

Sec. 8-53 - General requirements ......................................................................................97 

Sec. 8-54 - Application for permit .......................................................................................98 

Sec. 8-55 - Temporary permits ...........................................................................................99 

Sec. 8-56 - Classes of entrances .......................................................................................99 

Sec. 8-57 - Specifications ................................................................................................ 100 

Sec. 8-58 - Class I, II and V entrances for residential property, private garages, and other 

improved and unimproved properties ............................................................................... 101 

Sec. 8-59 - Class III and IV entrances for multi-residential, commercial, industrial, school 

and church properties ...................................................................................................... 101 

Sec. 8-60 - Class III and IV entrances for gasoline service stations ................................. 103 

Sec. 8-61 - Class III and IV entrances for car washes and drive-in businesses ................ 104 

Chapter 9 ï Building Code ......................................................................................................... 106 

Article 1 ï In general .............................................................................................................. 106 

Sec. 9-1 - Title ................................................................................................................. 106 

Sec. 9-2 - Purpose ........................................................................................................... 106 

Sec. 9-3 - Authority .......................................................................................................... 106 

Sec. 9-4 - Application ....................................................................................................... 106 

Sec. 9-5 ŧ State regulations adopted by reference ........................................................... 106 

Sec. 9-6 ŧ Standards ....................................................................................................... 107 

Sec. 9-7 ŧ Inspections by the Building Commissioner ...................................................... 107 

Sec. 9-8 ŧ Violation .......................................................................................................... 107 

Sections 9-9 through 9-20 ŧ Reserved. ............................................................................ 108 

Article 2 ï Building permits .................................................................................................... 108 

Sec. 9-21 ŧ Permit for construction, alteration, plumbing, or electrical work required. ...... 108 

Sec. 9-22 ŧ Compliance with other ordinances ................................................................ 108 

Sec. 9-23 ŧ Permit application, certification of inspections ............................................... 109 

Sec. 9-24 - Fees .............................................................................................................. 109 

Sec. 9-25 - Waste and recycling ...................................................................................... 111 

Sec. 9-26 - Application review .......................................................................................... 111 

Sec. 9-27 ŧ Manner of obtaining records of applications and fees: Record of operations . 112 

Sec. 9-28 ŧ Commencement of Preliminary work ŧ Display of Permit .............................. 112 



 

Town Code (2017) | x  

 

Sec. 9-29 ŧ Rights and privileges conveyed ..................................................................... 112 

Sec. 9-30 ŧ Permit for electrical and plumbing work ......................................................... 113 

Sec. 9-31 ŧ Precautions to be taken for protection of life and property ............................. 113 

Sec. 9-32 ŧ Permit for moving buildings ........................................................................... 113 

Sec. 9-33 through 9-40 ŧ Reserved. ................................................................................ 114 

Article 3 ï Building Code; administration and enforcement ......................................................... 114 

Sec. 9-41 ŧ Inspections .................................................................................................... 114 

Sec. 9-42 ŧ Right of entry ................................................................................................ 114 

Sec. 9-43 ŧ Stop order ..................................................................................................... 115 

Sec. 9-44 ŧ Certificate of occupancy; compliance required .............................................. 115 

Sec. 9-45 - Violations ....................................................................................................... 115 

Sec. 9-46 - Right of appeal .............................................................................................. 115 

Sec. 9-47 - Remedies ...................................................................................................... 116 

Sections 9-48 through 9-60 ŧ Reserved. .......................................................................... 116 

Article 4 - Supplemental electrical regulations ........................................................................... 116 

Division 1 - Generally ............................................................................................................ 116 

Sec. 9-61 - Purpose ......................................................................................................... 116 

Sec. 9-62 - Exemptions .................................................................................................... 116 

Sec. 9-63 - Electrical work to be tested and inspected ..................................................... 117 

Sec. 9-64 - Certificates of inspection ................................................................................ 117 

Sec. 9-65 - Dangerous and unsafe installations ............................................................... 117 

Sections 9-66 through 9-75 ŧ Reserved. .......................................................................... 118 

Sec. 9-76 - Electrical inspectorŨoffice created ................................................................ 118 

Sec. 9-77 - SameŨDuties ............................................................................................... 118 

Sec. 9-78 - SameŨIdentification; right of entry for inspection .......................................... 119 

Sections 9-79 through 9-90 - Reserved. ........................................................................... 119 

Division 2 - Permit ................................................................................................................. 119 

Sec. 9-91 - Required; exception ....................................................................................... 119 

Sec. 9-92 - Eligibility ........................................................................................................ 120 

Sec. 9-93 - Application ..................................................................................................... 120 

Sec. 9-94 ŧ Reserved. ..................................................................................................... 120 

Sec. 9-95 - Expiration ...................................................................................................... 120 



 

Town Code (2017) | xi  

 

Sec. 9-96 ŧ Allowing others to use permit; penalty ........................................................... 121 

Sections 9-97 through 9-160 ŧ Reserved. ........................................................................ 121 

Article 5 ï Supplemental plumbing regulations .......................................................................... 121 

Division 1 - Generally ............................................................................................................ 121 

Sec. 9-161 - Definitions .................................................................................................... 121 

Sec. 9-162 - Privies and septic tanks ............................................................................... 121 

Sec. 9-163 - Connecting sewers to old buildings .............................................................. 122 

Sec. 9-164 - Soil or waste pipes ....................................................................................... 122 

Sec. 9-165 - Water service pipes; size ............................................................................. 122 

Sec. 9-166 - Water pressure ............................................................................................ 122 

Sec. 9-167 - Lawn sprinkler systems ................................................................................ 123 

Sec. 9-168 - Well pumps, gas installations, sump pits ...................................................... 123 

Sec. 9-169 - Cross connections between private, public water systems ........................... 123 

Sections 9-170 through 9-180 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 123 

Division 2- Administration and enforcement ............................................................................. 123 

Sec. 9-181 - Inspector of plumbing; appointment; duties .................................................. 123 

Sec. 9-183 - Right of entry; identification .......................................................................... 124 

Sec. 9-184 - Correction, removal of unsanitary or unlawful conditions ............................. 124 

Sec. 9-185 - Inspection of plumbing work; issuance of certificate of inspection ................ 125 

Sec. 9-186 ŧ Allowing others to use permit; penalty ......................................................... 125 

Sections 9-187Ũ9-200 - Reserved. ................................................................................. 126 

Article 56 -Supplemental general building requirements ............................................................. 126 

Sec. 9-201 - Minimum wall heights for new construction .................................................. 126 

Sec. 9-202 through 9-230 - Reserved. ............................................................................. 126 

Article 7 ï Swimming pools .................................................................................................... 126 

Division 1 - Generally ............................................................................................................ 126 

Sec. 9-231 ŧ Compliance with Code required .................................................................. 126 

Sec. 9-232 ŧ Swimming pool ŧ defined ............................................................................ 126 

Sec. 9-233 ŧ Fences ŧ required ....................................................................................... 127 

Sec. 9-234 ŧ Fences ŧ restrictions ................................................................................... 127 

Section 9-235 ŧ Latches and locks................................................................................... 127 

Sections 9-236 through 9-250 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 127 



 

Town Code (2017) | xii  

 

Division 2 ï Rules and regulations ........................................................................................... 127 

Sec. 9-251 ŧ Water supply ............................................................................................... 127 

Sec. 9-252 ŧ Filtering system ........................................................................................... 128 

Sec. 9-253 ŧ Outlets ........................................................................................................ 128 

Sec. 9-254 ŧ Discharge maximum ................................................................................... 128 

Sec. 9-255 ŧ Sewer system drainage restrictions ............................................................. 128 

Sec. 9-256 ŧ Structural designs ....................................................................................... 128 

Sec. 9-257 ŧ Walk areas .................................................................................................. 129 

Sec. 9-258 ŧ Steps or ladders .......................................................................................... 129 

Sec. 9-259 ŧ Electrical requirements ................................................................................ 129 

Sec. 9-260 ŧ Effective grounding required ....................................................................... 129 

Sec. 9-261 ŧ Safety precautions ...................................................................................... 130 

Sec. 9-262 - Operations and maintenance ....................................................................... 130 

Sec. 9-263 ŧ Cleanliness and sanitation .......................................................................... 130 

Sections 264 through 290 ŧ Reserved. ............................................................................ 130 

Division 3 ï Permits and fees .................................................................................................. 130 

Sec. 9-291 ŧ Permit required ŧ plans and specifications .................................................. 130 

Sec. 9-292 ŧ Minimum distance requirements ................................................................. 131 

Sec. 9-293 ŧ Fee schedule .............................................................................................. 131 

Sec. 9-294 - Enforcing officers ......................................................................................... 131 

Sec. 9-295 ŧ Diving boards and apparatus ŧ clearance restrictions ................................. 131 

Sec. 9-296 - Existing pools ŧ compliance date set ........................................................... 131 

Sections 9-297 through 9-310 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 132 

Division 4 ï Penalty ............................................................................................................... 132 

Sec. 9-311 ŧ Penalty for violation ..................................................................................... 132 

Chapter 10 - Contractors ............................................................................................................ 134 

Article 1 - Generally ............................................................................................................... 134 

Sec. 10-1 - Definitions ...................................................................................................... 134 

Sec. 10-2 - Insurance ....................................................................................................... 134 

Sections 10-3 through 10-10 ŧ Reserved. ........................................................................ 134 

Article 2 - License .................................................................................................................. 134 

Sec. 10-11 ŧ License required ......................................................................................... 134 



 

Town Code (2017) | xiii  

 

Sec. 10-12 - Classification ............................................................................................... 135 

Sec. 10-13 - Application ................................................................................................... 136 

Sec. 10-14 - Transfer ....................................................................................................... 136 

Sec. 10-15 - Fees ............................................................................................................ 137 

Sec. 10-16 - Bond ............................................................................................................ 137 

Sec. 10-17 - Expiration ..................................................................................................... 137 

Sec. 10-18 - Disposition of fees ....................................................................................... 137 

Sec. 10-19 - Suspension or revocation ............................................................................ 137 

Sec. 10-20 - Penalty ........................................................................................................ 138 

Chapter 11 ï Property Maintenance Code ..................................................................................... 140 

Sec. 11-1 - Property Maintenance Code - ........................................................................ 140 

Sec. 11-2- Adoption of unsafe building law ...................................................................... 141 

Sec. 11-3 ŧ Public nuisance ............................................................................................. 142 

Sec. 11-4 - Vacant building maintenance and registration ................................................ 142 

Sec. 11-5 - Joint and several liability for costs .................................................................. 146 

Sec. 11-6 - Hearings authorityŨUnsafe building violations and public nuisances ............ 147 

Sec. 11-7 - Time to remedy nuisance and responsibility for costs .................................... 148 

Sec. 11-8 ŧ Inspection of vacant or abandoned residential dwellings ............................... 148 

Chapter 12 ï Mobile homes and mobile home parks ...................................................................... 151 

Article 1 ï In general .............................................................................................................. 151 

Sec. 12-1 - Short title ....................................................................................................... 151 

Sec. 12-2 - Purpose ......................................................................................................... 151 

Sec. 12-3 - Definitions, etc. .............................................................................................. 151 

Sec. 12-4 - Scope ............................................................................................................ 152 

Sec. 12-5 - Compliance .................................................................................................... 152 

Sec. 12-6 - Interpretation ................................................................................................. 152 

Sec. 12-7 - Enforcement .................................................................................................. 153 

Sec. 12-8 - Where mobile homes permitted ..................................................................... 153 

Sec. 12-9 - Violations and penalties ................................................................................. 153 

Sections 12-10 through 12-41 - Reserved. ....................................................................... 153 

Article 2- Plan submission and approval ................................................................................... 154 

Sec. 12-41 - Generally ..................................................................................................... 154 



 

Town Code (2017) | xiv  

 

Sec. 12-42. - Pre-application conference ......................................................................... 154 

Sec. 12-43 - Preliminary plan ........................................................................................... 154 

Sec. 12-44. - Final plat ..................................................................................................... 156 

Sec. 12-45 ŧ Enlargement of motor home parks .............................................................. 158 

Sec. 12-46 ŧ Outdoor storage structures.......................................................................... 158 

Secs 12-46 through 12-55 - Reserved. ...................................................................................... 158 

Article 3- Standards................................................................................................................ 158 

Sec. 12-58 - Generally ..................................................................................................... 158 

Sec. 12-59 - Water supply ................................................................................................ 158 

Sec. 12-60 - Sanitary sewers ........................................................................................... 159 

Sec. 12-61 - Electrical system .......................................................................................... 159 

Sec. 12-62 - Television antennas ..................................................................................... 159 

Sec. 12-63 - Fuel ............................................................................................................. 159 

Sec. 12-64 - Storm water drainage................................................................................... 159 

Sec. 12-65 - Garbage and refuse ..................................................................................... 160 

Sec. 12-66 - Interior streets or drives ............................................................................... 160 

Sec. 12-67 - Building setback lines .................................................................................. 161 

Sec. 12-68 - Minimum mobile home site requirements ..................................................... 161 

Sec. 12-69 - Minimum parking ......................................................................................... 161 

Sec. 12-70 - Projections into required yards and height regulations ................................. 162 

Sec. 12-71 ŧ Reserved. ................................................................................................... 162 

Sec. 12-72 - Required street illumination ......................................................................... 162 

Sec. 12-73 ŧ Condition of newly installed mobile homes .................................................. 162 

Sec. 12-74 ŧ Occupancy permits required ....................................................................... 162 

Sec. 12-75 ŧ Individual lot regulations .............................................................................. 163 

Sec. 12-76 ŧ Nonresidential use ...................................................................................... 163 

Sec. 12-77 ŧ Storage of construction materials ................................................................ 164 

Sec. 12-78 ŧ Vegetation and noxious weeds ................................................................... 164 

Sec. 12-79 ŧ Removable skirting around motor homes .................................................... 164 

Sec. 12-80 - Applicability of Fair Housing ordinances ...................................................... 164 

Sec. 12-81 through 12-100 ŧ Reserved. .......................................................................... 164 

Article 4 ï Transportation of mobile and manufactured homes .................................................... 164 



 

Town Code (2017) | xv  

 

Sec. 12-102 ŧ Transportation of mobile and manufactured homes ŧ Permit and bond 

required ........................................................................................................................... 165 

Sec. 12-103 ŧ Proof of ownership .................................................................................... 165 

Sec. 12-104 ŧ Applicability of general traffic laws ............................................................. 166 

Sec. 12-105 ŧ Responsibility for costs associated with moving mobile or manufactured 

home ................................................................................................................................ 166 

Sec. 12-106 ŧ Penalty for violation ................................................................................... 166 

Chapter 13 - Zoning ................................................................................................................... 168 

Article 1 ............................................................................................................................... 168 

Sec. 13-1 ŧ Purpose ........................................................................................................ 168 

Sec. 13-2 ŧ Continuation of previous ordinance ............................................................... 168 

Sec. 13-3 ŧ Requests for variances; hearing body ........................................................... 168 

Sections 13-4 through 13-10 - Reserved. ......................................................................... 168 

Article 2 ............................................................................................................................... 169 

Sec. 13-11 ŧ Definitions ................................................................................................... 169 

Article 3 ï Districts ................................................................................................................ 171 

Sec. 13-12 ŧ Types of districts ......................................................................................... 171 

Sec. 13-13 ŧ Local business districts ............................................................................... 171 

Sec. 13-14 ŧ Industrial district .......................................................................................... 171 

Sec. 13-15 ŧ ŬAŭ residence district ................................................................................... 171 

Sec. 13-16 ŧ General district regulations ......................................................................... 171 

Sec. 13-17 through 13-20 ŧ Reserved. ............................................................................ 172 

Article 4 ï ñAò residence district regulations ............................................................................. 172 

Sec. 13-21 ŧ Permitted Uses ........................................................................................... 172 

Sec. 13-22 - Reserved. .................................................................................................... 172 

Sec. 13-23 - Heights ........................................................................................................ 173 

Sec. 13-24 ŧ Rear yard .................................................................................................... 173 

Sec. 13-25 ŧ Side yard..................................................................................................... 173 

Sec. 13-26 ŧ Vision clearance .......................................................................................... 173 

Sec. 13-27 ŧ Intensity of use of lot ................................................................................... 173 

Sec. 13-28 - Building and parking area regulations .......................................................... 174 

Sec. 13-29 ŧ Fences ........................................................................................................ 174 



 

Town Code (2017) | xvi  

 

Sec. 13-30 through 13-40 ŧ Reserved. ............................................................................ 174 

Article 5 ï Local business district regulations ............................................................................ 175 

Sec. 13-41 - Permitted uses ............................................................................................. 175 

Sec. 13-42 ŧ Gasoline service stations ............................................................................ 175 

Sec. 13-43 ŧ  Incidental use restrictions ........................................................................... 175 

Sec. 13-44 - Height .......................................................................................................... 175 

Sec. 13-45 ŧ Rear yard .................................................................................................... 176 

Sec. 13-46 ŧ Side yard..................................................................................................... 176 

Sec. 13-47 ŧ Outer court .................................................................................................. 176 

Sec. 13-48 ŧ Inner court ................................................................................................... 176 

Sec. 13-49 ŧ Vision clearance .......................................................................................... 176 

Sec. 13-50 ŧ Intensity of use of lot ................................................................................... 176 

Sec. 13-51 - Fences ......................................................................................................... 177 

Sections 13-52 through 13-60 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 177 

Article 6 ï Industrial district regulations ................................................................................... 177 

Sec. 13-61 ŧ Industrial district nuisances ......................................................................... 177 

Sec. 13-62 ŧ Height ......................................................................................................... 177 

Sec. 13-63 ŧArea ŧ rear yard ........................................................................................... 178 

Sec. 13-64 - Side yard ..................................................................................................... 178 

Sec. 13-65 ŧ Outer court .................................................................................................. 178 

Sec. 13-66 ŧ Inner court ................................................................................................... 178 

Sec. 13-67 ŧ Vision clearance .......................................................................................... 178 

Sec. 13-68 - Intensity of use ............................................................................................ 178 

Sec. 13-69 - Fences ......................................................................................................... 179 

Sec. 13-70 through 13-80 ŧ Reserved. ............................................................................ 179 

Article 7 ï Nonconforming uses .............................................................................................. 179 

Sec. 13-81 - Governing regulations .................................................................................. 179 

Sections 13-82 through 13-90 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 179 

Article 8 ï Height and area exceptions ...................................................................................... 180 

Sec. 13-91 ŧ Height exceptions ....................................................................................... 180 

Sec. 13-92 ŧ Area exceptions .......................................................................................... 180 

Secs 13-93 through 13-100 ŧ Reserved. .......................................................................... 180 



 

Town Code (2017) | xvii  

 

Article 9 ï Validity ................................................................................................................ 181 

Sec. 13-101 Severability .................................................................................................. 181 

Sections 13-102 through 13-110 ŧ Reserved. .................................................................. 181 

Article 10 ï Amendments ....................................................................................................... 181 

Sec. 13-111 ŧ Provisions for amending ............................................................................ 181 

Sections 13-112 through 13-120 ŧ Reserved. .................................................................. 181 

Article 11 ï Enforcement, violation, and penalty ........................................................................ 182 

Sec. 13-121 ŧ Enforcement, violation, and penalty .......................................................... 182 

Sections 13-122 through 13-130 ŧ Reserved. .................................................................. 182 

Article 12 ï Adult businesses .................................................................................................. 182 

Sec. 13-131 ŧ Purpose .................................................................................................... 182 

Sec. 13-132 - Definitions .................................................................................................. 182 

Sec. 13-133 - Prohibitions ................................................................................................ 184 

Sec. 13-134 ŧ Measurement of distances ........................................................................ 184 

Sec. 13-135 ŧ Exterior display ......................................................................................... 184 

Sec, 13-136 - Severability ................................................................................................ 184 

Sec. 13-137 ŧ Enforcement ............................................................................................. 185 

Article 14 - Zoning Appendix .................................................................................................. 186 

Sec. 13-151 Zoning map .................................................................................................. 186 

Chapter 14 ï Flood hazard areas .................................................................................................. 188 

Article 1 ï Statutory authorization, findings of facts, purpose, and objectives ................................ 188 

Sec. 14-1 - Statutory authorization ................................................................................... 188 

Sec. 14-2 - Objectives ...................................................................................................... 188 

Sections 14-3 through 14-10 ŧ Reserved. ........................................................................ 189 

Article 2 - Definitions ............................................................................................................. 189 

Sec. 14-11 - Definitions .................................................................................................... 189 

Article 3 ï General provisions ................................................................................................. 199 

Sec. 14-12 ŧ Lands to which this chapter applies............................................................. 199 

Sec. 14-13 - Basis for establishing regulatory flood data .................................................. 199 

Sec. 14-4 - Establishment of Floodplain Development Permit .......................................... 200 

Sec. 14-5 - Compliance .................................................................................................... 200 

Sec. 14-6 - Abrogation and greater restrictions ................................................................ 200 



 

Town Code (2017) | xviii  

 

Sec. 14-7 - Discrepancy between mapped floodplain and actual ground elevations ......... 200 

Sec. 14-8 - Interpretation ................................................................................................. 200 

Sec. 14-9 - Warning and disclaimer of liability .................................................................. 201 

Sec. 14-10 - Penalties for violation ................................................................................... 201 

Sec. 14-11 - Increased cost of compliance (ICC) ............................................................. 201 

Sections 14-12 through 14-30 - Reserved. ....................................................................... 202 

Article 4 - Administration ....................................................................................................... 202 

Sec. 14-13 - Designation of Administrator ........................................................................ 202 

Sec. 14-14 - Permit procedures ....................................................................................... 202 

Sec. 14-15 - Duties and responsibilities of the Floodplain Administrator .......................... 203 

Sections 14-16 through 14-30 - Reserved. ....................................................................... 204 

Article 5 ï Provisions for flood hazard reduction ....................................................................... 204 

Sec. 14-31 - General standards ....................................................................................... 204 

Sec. 14-32 - Specific standards ....................................................................................... 206 

Sec. 14-33 - Standards for subdivision and mobile home park proposals ........................ 209 

Sec. 14-34 - Critical facility ............................................................................................... 209 

Sec. 14-35 - Standards for identified floodways ............................................................... 210 

Sec. 14-36 - Standards for identified fringe ...................................................................... 210 

Sec. 14-37 - Standards for SFHAs without established base flood elevation and/or 

floodways/fringes ............................................................................................................. 211 

Sec. 14-38 - Standards for floodprone areas .................................................................... 211 

Sections 14-39 through 14-50- Reserved. ........................................................................ 212 

Article 6 ï Variance procedures ............................................................................................... 212 

Sec. 14-51 - Designation of variance and appeals board ................................................. 212 

Sec. 14-52 - Duties of variance and appeals board .......................................................... 212 

Sec. 14-53 - Variance procedures .................................................................................... 212 

Sec. 14-54 - Conditions for variances .............................................................................. 213 

Sec. 14-55 - Variance notification .................................................................................... 213 

Sec. 14-56 - Historic structures ........................................................................................ 214 

Sec. 14-57 - Special conditions ........................................................................................ 214 

Sec. 14.58 - Severability .................................................................................................. 214 

Chapter 15 - Stormwater management .......................................................................................... 216 



 

Town Code (2017) | xix  

 

Article 1 - Generally ............................................................................................................... 216 

Sec. 15-1 - Authority and Title .......................................................................................... 216 

Sec. 15-2 - Applicability and exemptions .......................................................................... 216 

Sec. 15-3 - Background ................................................................................................... 217 

Sec. 15-4 - Findings ......................................................................................................... 217 

Sec. 15-5 - Purpose ......................................................................................................... 218 

Sec. 15-6 - Abbreviations ................................................................................................. 218 

Sec. 15-8 - Responsibility for Administration .................................................................... 230 

Sec. 15-9 - Interpretation ................................................................................................. 231 

Sec. 15-10 - Severability .................................................................................................. 231 

Sec. 15-11 - Disclaimer of liability .................................................................................... 231 

Sections 15-12 through 15-20 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 231 

Article II - Prohibited discharges and connections ...................................................................... 231 

Sec. 15-21 -Applicability and exemptions ......................................................................... 231 

Sec. 15-21 - Prohibited discharges and connections ........................................................ 232 

Sec. 15-22 - Exempted discharges and connections. ....................................................... 232 

Sec. 15-33 - Storage of hazardous or toxic material ......................................................... 233 

Sec. 15-34 - Private property maintenance duties ............................................................ 233 

Sec. 15-35 ŧ Spill reporting .............................................................................................. 233 

Sec. 15 -36 - Inspections and monitoring ......................................................................... 234 

Sections 15-37 through 15-50 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 234 

Article 3 ï Stormwater quantity management ............................................................................ 234 

Sec. 15-51 - Applicability and exemptions ........................................................................ 234 

Sec. 15-52 - Policy on stormwater quantity management ................................................. 235 

Sections 15-53 through 15-60 Reserved. ......................................................................... 237 

Article 4 - Storm water pollution prevention for construction sites ............................................... 238 

Sec. 15-61 - Applicability and exemptions ........................................................................ 238 

Sec. 15-62 - Policy on stormwater pollution prevention .................................................... 239 

Sec. 15-63 - Inspection, maintenance, records keeping, and reporting ............................ 240 

Sections 15-64 through 15-70 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 241 

Article 5 - Stormwater quality management for post-construction ................................................ 241 

Sec. 15-71 - Applicability and exemptions ........................................................................ 241 



 

Town Code (2017) | xx  

 

Sec. 15-72 - Policy on stormwater quality management ................................................... 242 

Sec. 15-83 - Easement requirements ............................................................................... 243 

Sec. 15-84 - Inspection, maintenance, record keeping, and reporting .............................. 243 

Sections 15-85 through 15-90 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 244 

Article 6 ï Permit requirements and procedures ......................................................................... 244 

Sec. 15-91 - Stormwater pollution plan for construction sites ........................................... 244 

Sec. 15-92 ŧ Post-construction stormwater pollution prevention plan ............................... 244 

Sec. 15-93 - Review of individual lots within a permitted project ...................................... 245 

Sec. 15-94 - Changes to plans ......................................................................................... 246 

Sec. 15-91 - Fee structure ............................................................................................... 246 

Sec. 15-91 - Terms and conditions of permits .................................................................. 247 

Sec. 15-92 - Certification of as-built plans ........................................................................ 248 

Sections 15-93 through 15-100 ï Reserved. ............................................................................... 249 

Article 7 ï Enforcement .......................................................................................................... 249 

Sec. 15-101 - Compliance with this chapter ..................................................................... 249 

Sec. 15-102 - Penalties for violations ............................................................................... 249 

Sec. 15-103 - Stop work order ......................................................................................... 249 

Sec. 15-104 - Failure to comply or complete .................................................................... 250 

Sec. 15-105 - Suspension of access to the storm drain system ....................................... 250 

Sec. 15-106 - Corrective action ........................................................................................ 251 

Sec. 15-107 - Appeals...................................................................................................... 251 

Chapter 16 ï Garbage and trash ................................................................................................... 253 

Article I - Generally ............................................................................................................... 253 

Sec. 16-1 - Definitions ...................................................................................................... 253 

Sec. 16-2 - Littering generally .......................................................................................... 254 

Sec. 16-3 - Premises to be kept clean .............................................................................. 255 

Sec. 16-4 - Disposal by occupants generally .................................................................... 255 

Sec. 16-5 - Containers generally ...................................................................................... 255 

Sec. 16-6 - Duty to clean up scattered garbage or rubbish ............................................... 256 

Sec. 16-7 - Duty to prevent scattering of material by wind ................................................ 256 

Sec. 16-8 - Covering of containers ................................................................................... 256 

Sec. 16-9 ŧ Actions to collect delinquent waste service fees ............................................ 256 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxi  

 

Sec. 16-10 - Use by residents of Town-maintained dumpster; conditions; fee .................. 257 

Section 16-11 ŧ Duty to keep waste containers in clean and working condition ............... 257 

Sec. 16-12 ŧ Bulk items at curb ŧ restriction .................................................................... 257 

Sec. 16-13 ŧ Dumps and dumping prohibited .................................................................. 258 

Sec. 16-14 ŧ Dumping ŧ Sanitary Landfill only ................................................................. 258 

Sec. 16-15 ŧ Times and places when containers can be placed at curb .......................... 258 

Sec. 16-16 ŧ Violations; Penalty ...................................................................................... 258 

Sections 16-17 through 16-25 - Reserved. ....................................................................... 259 

Article 2 ï Waste haulers, scavengers, and scrappers .................................................................. 259 

Sec. 16-26 - Definitions .................................................................................................... 259 

Sec. 16-27 - Single waste hauling contract for Town ........................................................ 259 

Sec. 16-28 - Licensing of waste haulers, scavengers and scrappers required ................. 260 

Sec. 16-29 - Collection of offal ......................................................................................... 260 

Sec. 16-30 - Transport vehicles ....................................................................................... 260 

Sec. 16-31 - Waste hauler license.................................................................................... 261 

Sec. 16-32 - Scavenger/scrapper license ......................................................................... 261 

Sec. 16-33 - Cleanliness; days and hours of operation; trespassing prohibited ................ 262 

Sec. 16-34 - Prohibited scavenger or scrapper collections ............................................... 263 

Sec. 16-35 ŧ Violations; penalties .................................................................................... 263 

Sections 16-35 through16-40 - Reserved. ........................................................................ 263 

Article  3 ï Collection and disposal of refuse and recyclables ...................................................... 263 

Sec. 16-41 - General requirements .................................................................................. 263 

Sec. 16-42 - Definitions .................................................................................................... 264 

Sec. 16-43 - Requirements for collection and disposal of non-recyclable refuse and 

recyclables by servicer ..................................................................................................... 264 

Sec. 16-44 - Refuse disposalŨSingle-family or low-density household requirements ...... 269 

Sec. 16-45 - SameŨhigh-density dwelling unit requirements ........................................... 270 

Sec. 16-46 - Servicer's penalties ...................................................................................... 270 

Sec. 16-47 - Household penalties .................................................................................... 271 

Sec. 16-48 - Storage of refuse containers ........................................................................ 271 

Sec. 16-49 through 16-60 ŧ Reserved. ............................................................................ 272 

Article 5 ï Dumpsters and trailers for hauling of waste ............................................................... 272 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxii  

 

Sec. 16-61 ŧ No dumpsters on public right of way ........................................................... 272 

Sec. 16-62 ŧ Duty to prevent scattering by the wind or wild animals. ............................... 272 

Sec. 16-63 ŧ Dumpsters for Building Materials ................................................................ 272 

Sec. 16-64 ŧ Permits for dumpsters for building materials ............................................... 273 

Sec. 16-65 ŧ Dumpsters for residential household waste ................................................. 273 

Sec. 16-66 ŧ Fencing around dumpsters required ............................................................ 273 

Section 16- 67 - Violation; Penalty ................................................................................... 273 

Chapter 17 ï Licenses, permits, and business regulations ............................................................... 276 

Article I - Generally ............................................................................................................... 276 

Sections 17-1 through 17-10 - Reserved. ......................................................................... 276 

Article 2 ï Peddling/solicitation or sale on streets or public property ............................................ 276 

Sec. 17-11 ŧ Definitions ................................................................................................... 276 

Sec. 17-12 - Permit .......................................................................................................... 276 

Sec. 17-13 ŧ License fees ................................................................................................ 277 

Sec. 17-14 - Reserved ..................................................................................................... 277 

Sec. 17-15 - License emblems and badges ..................................................................... 277 

Sec. 17-16 ŧ Use of streets .............................................................................................. 278 

Sec. 17-17 ŧ Loud noises and speaking devices.............................................................. 278 

Sec. 17-18 - Sanitary and health requirements ................................................................ 278 

Sec. 17-19 - Sale of unwholesome food products prohibited ............................................ 279 

Sec. 17-20 - Violations and penalty .................................................................................. 279 

Sec. 17-21 Severability .................................................................................................... 280 

Sections 17-22 through 17-30 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 280 

Article 3 ï Large gatherings .................................................................................................... 280 

Sec. 17-31 - Definitions .................................................................................................... 280 

Sec. 17-32 - License required .......................................................................................... 281 

Sec. 17-33 - Gathering without license prohibited ............................................................ 281 

Sec. 17-34 - Limitations of license.................................................................................... 281 

Sec. 17-35 ŧ Safety requirements for large gatherings..................................................... 281 

Sec. 17-36- Application for license; contents; review procedure; issuance ....................... 283 

Sec. 17-37 - Time limit for processing of application ........................................................ 284 

Sec. 17-38 - Revocation of license ................................................................................... 284 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxiii  

 

Sec. 17-39 - Enforcement by injunction; application; assembly as public nuisance; control of 

traffic; violation; penalty .................................................................................................... 285 

Sec. 17-40 - Exemptions .................................................................................................. 285 

Sec. 17-41 - Relation to state law .................................................................................... 285 

Sections 17-42 through 17-50 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 285 

Article 4- Special events ......................................................................................................... 286 

Sec. 17-51 - Definitions .................................................................................................... 286 

Sec. 17-52 - PermitŨGeneral requirement; filing provisions ............................................ 286 

Sec. 17-53 - SameŨInformational requirements.............................................................. 286 

Sec. 17-54 - Permit fees .................................................................................................. 287 

Sec. 17-55 - Inspections .................................................................................................. 287 

Sec. 17-56 ŧ Rummage Sales ......................................................................................... 287 

Sec. 17-57 - Commercial and industrial events ................................................................ 288 

Sec. 17-58 ŧ Duty to maintain a clean and orderly event ................................................. 288 

Sec. 17-59 ŧ Flea markets, swap meets, and farmerŪs markets ....................................... 288 

Sec. 17-60 ŧ Penalties for violation .................................................................................. 289 

Sec. 17-61 through 17-70 ŧ Reserved. ............................................................................ 289 

Article 5 ï Licensing of businesses .......................................................................................... 289 

Sec. 17-71 - Persons subject to license; failure to register; penalty .................................. 289 

Sec. 17-72 - Applications; contents .................................................................................. 290 

Sec. 17-73 ŧ Business waste recycling ............................................................................ 290 

Sec. 17-74 - Forms .......................................................................................................... 290 

Sec. 17-75 - Investigations ............................................................................................... 291 

Sec. 17-76 ŧ Background check required for business applicants .................................... 291 

Sec. 17-77 - Fees; when due; disposition ........................................................................ 291 

Sec. 17-78 - Business license fees .................................................................................. 292 

Sec. 17-79 - Buildings and premises to comply with Town regulations or state law .......... 292 

Sec. 17-80 - Issuance for unlawful activities prohibited .................................................... 292 

Sec. 17-81 - Change of name and/or location .................................................................. 292 

Sec. 17-82 - Inspections .................................................................................................. 293 

Sec. 17-83 - Nuisances .................................................................................................... 293 

Sec. 17-84 - Revocation, suspensionŨGrounds .............................................................. 293 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxiv  

 

Sec. 17-85 - SameŨProcedure ....................................................................................... 294 

Sec. 17-86 - Posting required........................................................................................... 294 

Sec. 17-87 - Forms .......................................................................................................... 295 

Sec. 17-88 - Change of location ....................................................................................... 295 

Sec. 17-89 ŧ Violation; Penalty ........................................................................................ 295 

Sec. 17-90 ŧ Maximum number of licensed second hand automobile dealers ................. 295 

Sec. 17-91 through 17-110 ŧ Reserved. .......................................................................... 296 

Article 6 ï Regulation of the Sale of Secondhand and Used Goods .............................................. 296 

Sec. 17-111 ŧ Purpose .................................................................................................... 296 

Sec. 17-112 - Scope of this article ................................................................................... 296 

Sec. 17-113 - Restrictions on goods sold ......................................................................... 296 

Sec. 17-114 - Right of Inspection ..................................................................................... 297 

Sec. 17-115 - Restrictions upon secondhand and resale stores ....................................... 297 

Sec. 17-116 ŧ Penalties for Violation ............................................................................... 297 

Sec. 17-117 through 17-140 ŧ Reserved. ........................................................................ 298 

Article 7 ï Miscellaneous ........................................................................................................ 298 

Sec. 17-141 ŧ Special restrictions upon check-cashing, auto-title loan, short-term loan, and 

other payday loan establishments .................................................................................... 298 

Chapter 18 ï Rental housing ....................................................................................................... 300 

Article 1 ï Rental housing permits and inspections..................................................................... 300 

Sec. 18-1 - Purpose ......................................................................................................... 300 

Sec. 18-2 - Scope; terms; definition of terms .................................................................... 300 

Sec. 18-3 - Definitions ...................................................................................................... 300 

Sec. 18-4 - Relationship to other ordinances .................................................................... 302 

Sec. 18-5 - Compliance required; application of ordinance .............................................. 302 

Sec. 18-6 - Registration of rental units required ............................................................... 303 

Sec. 18-7 - Annual rental registration fee; late fees .......................................................... 303 

Sec. 18-8 ŧ Reserved. ..................................................................................................... 303 

Sec. 18-9 - Rental permit ................................................................................................. 303 

Sec. 18-10 ŧ Inspections of rental units ........................................................................... 304 

Sec. 18-11 - Inspection fees ............................................................................................ 305 

Sec. 18-12 - Notice of violation to owner; re-inspections .................................................. 305 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxv  

 

Section 18-13 ŧ Appointment of Rental Housing Officer ................................................... 306 

Sections 18-14 through 18-32 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 306 

Sec. 18-33 - Appeal of Rental Housing Officer determination........................................... 306 

Sec. 18-34 - Issuance of conditional rental permit ............................................................ 306 

Sec. 18-35 - Suspension and revocation of rental permit ................................................. 307 

Sec. 18-36 ŧ Planning Commission Appeals; appeals ..................................................... 307 

Sec. 18-37 - Retaliation prohibited ................................................................................... 308 

Sec. 18-38 ŧ Violations; penalty ....................................................................................... 308 

Sec. 18-39 - Transfer of permit ........................................................................................ 309 

Sec. 18-40 - Disclaimer of liability .................................................................................... 309 

Sec. 18-41 ŧ Registration of lease agreements ................................................................ 310 

Section 18-42 ŧ Mold ....................................................................................................... 310 

Sections 18-42 through 18-50 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 311 

Article 2 - Fair housing policy ................................................................................................. 311 

Sec. 18-51 - Policy statement .......................................................................................... 311 

Sec. 18-53 - Definitions .................................................................................................... 311 

Sec. 18-54 - Unlawful practice ......................................................................................... 312 

Sec. 18-55 - Discrimination in the sale or rental of housing .............................................. 313 

Sec. 18-56 - Discrimination in residential real estate-related transactions ........................ 315 

Sec. 18-57 - Discrimination in the provision of brokerage service .................................... 315 

Sec. 18-58 - Interference, coercion, or intimidation .......................................................... 316 

Sec. 18-59 - Reserved. .................................................................................................... 316 

Sec. 18-60 - Exemptions .................................................................................................. 316 

Sec. 18-61 - Administrative enforcement of article ........................................................... 316 

Sec. 18-62 - Severability of provisions ............................................................................. 317 

Sections 18-63 through 18-80 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 317 

Article 3 ï Requirements for rental residences. .......................................................................... 317 

Sec. 18-81 ŧ Applicability of other ordinances. ................................................................. 317 

Sec. 18-82 ŧ Landlord obligations .................................................................................... 317 

Sec. 18-83 ŧ Smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors ....................................... 318 

Chapter 19 ï Fire and hazardous materials safety .......................................................................... 321 

Article 1 ï In general .............................................................................................................. 321 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxvi  

 

Sec. 19-2 - Short title ....................................................................................................... 321 

Sec. 19-2 - Purpose ......................................................................................................... 321 

Sec. 19-3 - Definitions ...................................................................................................... 321 

Sec. 19-4 - Inspection and registrations fees ................................................................... 324 

Sec. 19-5 - Fire and hazmat fund ..................................................................................... 325 

Sections 19-6 through 19-10 ŧ Reserved. ........................................................................ 325 

Article 2 ï Administration and enforcement .............................................................................. 325 

Sec. 19-11 - Administration .............................................................................................. 325 

Sec. 19-12 - Police Department responsibilities ............................................................... 326 

Sec. 19-13 - Fire department responsibilities ................................................................... 326 

Sec. 19-14 ŧ Violations; fines ........................................................................................... 327 

Sec. 19-15 - Notification of violation ................................................................................. 327 

Sections 7.5-16Ũ7.5-20 - Reserved. ............................................................................... 328 

Article 3- Registration of hazardous materials ........................................................................... 328 

Sec. 19-21 - Applicability .................................................................................................. 328 

Sec. 19-22 - Exceptions ................................................................................................... 328 

Sec. 19-23 - Application for hazardous materials registration ........................................... 328 

Sec. 19-24 - Required application information .................................................................. 328 

Sec. 19-25 - Reporting changes in required information ................................................... 329 

Sec. 19-26 - Renewal of hazardous materials registration ............................................... 330 

Sec. 19-27 - Facility inspection ........................................................................................ 330 

Sec. 19-28 - Application for remote site hazardous materials registration ........................ 330 

Sec. 19-29 - Issuance of remote site hazardous materials registration. ............................ 331 

Sec. 19-30 - Revocation of registration ............................................................................ 331 

Sec. 19-31 - Cease and removal of materials, notice, fines .............................................. 331 

Sec. 19-32 - Compliance with applicable industry standards ............................................ 331 

Sections 19-33 through 19-40 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 332 

Article 4 ï Reporting Spills, Leaks, and discharges of hazardous materials ................................... 332 

Sec. 19-41 - Immediate reporting of incidents .................................................................. 332 

Sec. 19-42 - Notification of Police Department ................................................................. 332 

Sec. 19-43 - Spill reporting required information .............................................................. 332 

Sec. 19-44 - Time limit for written report of incidents ........................................................ 333 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxvii  

 

Sec. 19-45 - Dumping ...................................................................................................... 333 

Sections 7.5-45 through 7.5-50 ŧ Reserved. .................................................................... 333 

Article 5 ï Lock Box .............................................................................................................. 334 

Sec. 19-51 - Applicability .................................................................................................. 334 

Sec. 19-52 - Lock box specifications ................................................................................ 334 

Sec. 19-53 - Location of lock box on property .................................................................. 334 

Sec. 19-54 - Required information ................................................................................... 334 

Sec. 19-55 - Access keys ................................................................................................. 335 

Sec. 19-56 - Modification of requirements ........................................................................ 335 

Sections 19-57 through 19-60 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 335 

Article 6 ï Right of entry to premises ....................................................................................... 335 

Sec. 19-61 - Entry of personnel ........................................................................................ 335 

Sections 19-62 through 19-70 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 336 

Article 7 ï Cost recovery for emergency response ...................................................................... 336 

Sec. 19-71 - Responsible party ........................................................................................ 336 

Sec. 19-72 - Reimbursement for equipment used ............................................................ 336 

Sec. 19-73 - Reimbursement for special response team members or other Fire Service 

personnel ......................................................................................................................... 336 

Sec. 19-74 - Reimbursement of special response team unit ............................................ 337 

Sections 19-75 through 19-80 - Reserved. ....................................................................... 337 

Article 8 ï Hazard communication system ................................................................................ 337 

Sec. 19-81 - Applicability .................................................................................................. 337 

Sec. 19-82 - Assignment of numeric ratings ..................................................................... 338 

Sec. 19-83 - Required locations ....................................................................................... 338 

Sections 19-84 through 19-85 - Reserved. ....................................................................... 338 

Article 9 ï Etiological and biomedical hazards .......................................................................... 338 

Sec. 19-86 - Applicability .................................................................................................. 338 

Sec. 19-87 - Application for etiologic and biomedical hazard registration ......................... 338 

Sec. 19-88 - Issuance of etiologic and biomedical hazard registration ............................. 339 

Sec. 19-89 - Enforcement responsibilities ........................................................................ 339 

Sections 19-90 through 19-100 - Reserved. ..................................................................... 339 

Article 10 ï Underground storage tanks .................................................................................... 339 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxviii  

 

Sec. 19-101 - Definitions .................................................................................................. 339 

Sec. 19-102 - Registration of underground storage tanks ................................................ 339 

Sec. 19-103 - Registration fee .......................................................................................... 340 

Sec. 19-104 - Tank tightness testing ................................................................................ 340 

Sec. 19-105 - Permits for installation, testing, retrofitting, removal or closure of an 

underground storage tank ................................................................................................ 340 

Sec. 19-106 - Competency of contractor .......................................................................... 340 

Sec. 19-107 - Contractor operational guidelines............................................................... 341 

Sec. 19-108 - Display of permit ........................................................................................ 341 

Sec. 19-109 - Date of excavation ..................................................................................... 341 

Sec. 19-110 - Documentation and reports ........................................................................ 341 

Sec. 19-111 - Stop work order ......................................................................................... 342 

Sections 119-112 through 119-120 ŧ Reserved. .............................................................. 342 

Article 11 ï Fire safety ........................................................................................................... 342 

Sec. 19-121 - Fire inspections .......................................................................................... 342 

Sec. 19-122 - Fire lanes ................................................................................................... 343 

Sec. 19-123 - Fire inspections of new or remodeled buildings .......................................... 343 

Sections 19-125 through 19-130 - Reserved. ................................................................... 343 

Article 12 ï Hotel and motel safe occupancy ............................................................................. 343 

Sec. 19-131 - Purpose and applicability ........................................................................... 343 

Sec. 19-132 - Definitions .................................................................................................. 344 

Sec. 19-133 - Prohibitions ................................................................................................ 344 

Sec. 19-134 - Enforcement .............................................................................................. 345 

Sec. 19-135 - Penalties .................................................................................................... 345 

Sections 19-136 through 19-140 ŧ Reserved. .................................................................. 345 

Article 13 ï Alarm systems ..................................................................................................... 346 

Sec. 19-141 - Definitions .................................................................................................. 346 

Sec. 19-142 - Permitted devices ...................................................................................... 347 

Sec. 19-143 - Enforcement and compliance ..................................................................... 347 

Sec. 19-144 - Certification by alarm equipment supplier .................................................. 347 

Sec. 19-145 ŧ Audible alarm tones .................................................................................. 347 

Sec. 19-146 - Testing of equipment ................................................................................. 348 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxix  

 

Sec. 19-147 - False fire calls ............................................................................................ 348 

Sec. 19-148 ŧ Intentional false alarm ............................................................................... 348 

Sec. 19-149 - Disconnection of burglar alarms ................................................................. 349 

Sec. 19-150 - Hold harmless ............................................................................................ 349 

Chapter 20 - Animals ................................................................................................................. 351 

Article 1 ï Generally .............................................................................................................. 351 

Sec. 20-1 - Definitions ...................................................................................................... 351 

Sec. 20-2 ŧ Poultry, chickens, and pigeons ...................................................................... 353 

Sec. 20-3 ŧ Livestock ....................................................................................................... 353 

Sec. 20-4 - Bees .............................................................................................................. 353 

Sec. 20-5 - Wild animals .................................................................................................. 353 

Sec. 20-6 - Farm animals ................................................................................................. 354 

Sec. 20-7 - Performing animal exhibitions ........................................................................ 354 

Sec. 20-8 ŧ Reserved. ..................................................................................................... 354 

Sec. 20-9 ŧ Animal waste ................................................................................................ 354 

Sec. 20-10 ŧ Dead animals .............................................................................................. 355 

Sec. 20-11 - Motor vehicle caused injuries ....................................................................... 355 

Sec. 20-12 ŧ Animals as prizes or giveaways .................................................................. 355 

Sec. 20-13 ŧ Reserved. ................................................................................................... 355 

Sec. 20-14 - Restraint of animal ....................................................................................... 355 

Sec. 20-15 - Care of animals............................................................................................ 356 

Sec. 20-16 ŧ Parties responsible for enforcing this chapter .............................................. 356 

Sec. 20-17 ŧ Ferocious and dangerous animals .............................................................. 357 

Sections 20-18 through 20-30 - Reserved. ....................................................................... 357 

Sec. 20-31 ŧ Running at large ŧ prohibited ...................................................................... 357 

Sec. 20-32 ŧ Immunization Required ............................................................................... 357 

Sec. 20-33 ŧ Sheltering non-immunized dog .................................................................... 358 

Sec. 20-34 ŧ Maximum number of dogs, cats, or other domesticated quadrupeds permitted

 ........................................................................................................................................ 358 

Sec. 20-36 - Lost or stray animals; notification ................................................................. 358 

Sec. 20-38 ŧ Destruction of animal .................................................................................. 359 

Sec. 20-39 - Inspection .................................................................................................... 359 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxx  

 

Sec. 20-40 - Enforcement ................................................................................................ 359 

Sec. 20-41 ŧ Commercial animal establishment license and permit issuance and revocation

 ........................................................................................................................................ 359 

Sections 20-42Ũ20-50 - Reserved. ................................................................................. 360 

Article 2 - License .................................................................................................................. 360 

Sec. 20-51 - Required; exceptions ................................................................................... 360 

Sec. 20-52 - ApplicationŨContents ................................................................................. 360 

Sec. 20-53 - SameŨfiling period; exception .................................................................... 360 

Sec. 20-54 - FeesŨIssuance ........................................................................................... 361 

Sec. 20-55 - SameŨExceptions ...................................................................................... 361 

Sec. 20-56 - TagsŨRequired ........................................................................................... 361 

Sec. 20-57 - SameŨIssuance ......................................................................................... 361 

Sec. 20-58 - SameŨRecord of identifying numbers ......................................................... 362 

Sec. 20-59 - Validity period; late application; late fee ....................................................... 362 

Sec. 20-60 ŧ Transference prohibited .............................................................................. 362 

Sec. 20-61 ŧ Violations .................................................................................................... 362 

Sections 20-62 through 20-70 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 362 

Article 3 ï Commercial animal establishments .......................................................................... 362 

Sec. 20-71 ŧ License required ......................................................................................... 362 

Sec. 20-72 - Regulations for issuance of permits and humane care of animals to be 

promulgated by council .................................................................................................... 363 

Sec. 20-73 - Basis of issuance; applicant's willingness to comply with regulations; payment 

of applicable fee ............................................................................................................... 363 

Sec. 20-74 - Period of validity; renewal; start of new establishment ................................. 364 

Sec. 20-75 - Transference ............................................................................................... 364 

Sec. 20-76 - Failure to obtain; violation ............................................................................ 364 

Sec. 20-77 - Reclassification of fee .................................................................................. 364 

Sec. 20-78 - Training of guard or sentry dogs; requirements ............................................ 365 

Sec. 20-79 - Individual permits for each facility required .................................................. 365 

Sections 20-97 through 20-110 ŧ Reserved. .................................................................... 365 

Article 4 - Rabies control ........................................................................................................ 365 

Sec. 20-111 - Biting incidents generally ........................................................................... 365 

Sec. 20-112 - Notification of animal control of bite ........................................................... 365 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxxi  

 

Sec. 20-113 - Surrender of biting animal for observation; exception................................. 366 

Sec. 20-114 - Home confinement; evidence of veterinary exam ....................................... 366 

Sec. 20-115 - Home quarantine procedures ..................................................................... 366 

Sec. 20-116 - Notification of bite victim, attending physician and health agencies upon signs 

of rabies ........................................................................................................................... 367 

Sec. 20-117 - Euthanization of rabid animals ................................................................... 367 

Sec. 20-118 - Return to owner of nonacid animal; payment of costs ................................ 367 

Sec. 20-119 - Sale or transport of biting animal ............................................................... 367 

Sec. 20-120 - Animal report bite form ............................................................................... 368 

Sec. 20-121 - Examination of dead animal by state board of health ................................. 368 

Sections 20-122 through 20-129 ŧ Reserved. .................................................................. 368 

Article 5 ï Facilities for keeping animals .................................................................................. 368 

Sec. 20-130 - Facilities (outdoors).................................................................................... 368 

Sec. 20-131 - Primary enclosures (where animals are kept outdoors) .............................. 368 

Sec. 20-132 - Structures .................................................................................................. 369 

Sections 20-133 through 20-150 ŧ Reserved. .................................................................. 370 

Article 5 ï Vicious dogs and dangerous breeds of dogs ............................................................... 370 

Sec. 20-151 - Purpose ..................................................................................................... 370 

Sec. 20-152 - Definitions .................................................................................................. 370 

Sec. 20-153 - Dangerous breeds of dogs ......................................................................... 371 

Sec. 20-154 - Vicious dogs .............................................................................................. 371 

Sec. 20-155 - Dangerous Dogs ........................................................................................ 371 

Sec. 20-156- Liability insurance required to be maintained by owners of dangerous breeds

 ........................................................................................................................................ 372 

Sec. 20-157 - Confinement of pit bulls ............................................................................. 372 

Sec. 20-158 ŧ Registration of dangerous breed dogs ...................................................... 372 

Sec. 20-159 - Biting incidents by vicious, dangerous, or dangerous breed dogs .............. 373 

Sec. 20-160 - Enforcement .............................................................................................. 373 

Sec. 20-161 ŧ Falsified information or false promise to remove dog ................................ 373 

Sec. 20-162 ŧ Violations of this article ............................................................................. 374 

Sections 20-163 through 20-170 ŧ Reserved. .................................................................. 374 

Article 6 - Impoundment ......................................................................................................... 374 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxxii  

 

Sec. 20-171 - Unrestrained dogs, cats and nuisance animals .......................................... 374 

Sec. 20-172 - Minimum confinement period for unclaimed dogs and cats ........................ 374 

Sec. 20-173 - Owner identification; notice ........................................................................ 374 

Sec. 20-174 - Reclamation fees ....................................................................................... 375 

Sec. 20-175 - Unclaimed animals; adoption or euthanization ........................................... 375 

Sec. 20-176 - Notice of ordinance violation ...................................................................... 375 

Sec. 20-177 ŧ Authorization to contract with humane society........................................... 376 

Sections 20-178 through 20-180 ŧ Reserved. .................................................................. 376 

Article 7 - Violations .............................................................................................................. 376 

Sec. 20-181 ŧ Penalties for violation by individuals .......................................................... 376 

Sec. 20-182 - Impoundment authorized ........................................................................... 376 

Sec. 20-183 - Disposition of impounded animals .............................................................. 376 

Chapter 21 - Nuisances .............................................................................................................. 379 

Article 1 ï In general .............................................................................................................. 379 

Sec. 21-1 - Definitions ...................................................................................................... 379 

Sec. 21-2 ŧ Application .................................................................................................... 379 

Sec. 21-3 - Illustrative enumeration .................................................................................. 379 

Sec. 21-4 - Prohibited ...................................................................................................... 381 

Sec. 21-5 - Notice to abate .............................................................................................. 381 

Sec. 21-6 - Contents of notice .......................................................................................... 381 

Sec. 21-7 - Service of notice ............................................................................................ 381 

Sec. 21-8 - Abatement by Town ....................................................................................... 381 

Sec. 21-9 - Recovery of Town's costs .............................................................................. 382 

Sec. 21-10 - Right to contest notice or bill ........................................................................ 382 

Sec. 21-11 - Chapter to be supplemental ......................................................................... 382 

Sec. 21-12 - Failure to maintain house, building, structure or real estate ......................... 382 

Sec. 21-13 - Violations ..................................................................................................... 383 

Sec. 21-14 - Penalties ...................................................................................................... 383 

Sec. 21-15 - Joint and several liability for costs ................................................................ 384 

Sec. 21-16 - Time to remedy nuisance ............................................................................. 384 

Sec. 21-17 - Unsafe building violations and public nuisances .......................................... 384 

Sec. 21-18 ŧ Maintaining Unsanitary conditions ............................................................... 385 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxxiii  

 

Sec. 21-19 ŧ Expectorating in public places ..................................................................... 385 

Sec. 21-20 ŧ Duty to get property free of unsanitary conditions or fire hazards ................ 385 

Sections 21-21 through 21-30 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 385 

Article II ï Noxious weeds ...................................................................................................... 386 

Sec. 21-31 - Definitions .................................................................................................... 386 

Sec. 21-32 - Notice of demand to abate ........................................................................... 387 

Sec. 21-33 - Failure to abate unlawful .............................................................................. 387 

Sec. 21-34 - Violations and penalty .................................................................................. 387 

Sections 21-35 through 21-40 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 388 

Article 3- Open burning .......................................................................................................... 388 

Sec. 21-41 - Applicability .................................................................................................. 388 

Sec. 21-42 - Prohibition against open burning .................................................................. 389 

Sec. 21-43 - Exemptions .................................................................................................. 389 

Sec. 21-44 - Variances ..................................................................................................... 390 

Sec. 21-45 - Liability for fire ............................................................................................. 390 

Sec. 21-46 - Violations; penalties ..................................................................................... 390 

Sections 21-47 through 21-50 - Reserved. ....................................................................... 390 

Article 4 ï Noise Control ........................................................................................................ 390 

Sec. 21-51 - Definitions .................................................................................................... 390 

Sec. 201-52 - General provisions ..................................................................................... 392 

Sec. 21-53 - Specific restrictions ...................................................................................... 392 

Sec. 21-54 - Motor vehicles ............................................................................................. 392 

Sec. 21-55 - Exceptions and permits ................................................................................ 393 

Sec. 21-56 - Penalties ...................................................................................................... 393 

Sections 21-57 through 21-70 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 394 

Article 5 ï Defacing public or private property .......................................................................... 394 

Sec. 21-71 - Defacing property prohibited ........................................................................ 394 

Sec. 21-72 - Definitions .................................................................................................... 394 

Sec. 21-73 - Exceptions ................................................................................................... 394 

Sec. 21-74 - Violations and penalties ............................................................................... 395 

Sections 21-75 through 21-80 - Reserved. ....................................................................... 395 

Article 6 ï Loud noises on public rights-of-way and public spaces ............................................... 395 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxxiv  

 

Sec. 21-81 - Definitions .................................................................................................... 395 

Sec. 21-82 - Standards .................................................................................................... 396 

Sec. 21-83 - Exceptions ................................................................................................... 396 

Sec. 21-84 - Penalty ........................................................................................................ 396 

Chapter 22 ï Signs and street numbers ......................................................................................... 398 

Sec. 22-1 ŧ Display of street numbers ............................................................................. 398 

Sec. 22-2 - Illumination of Signs ....................................................................................... 398 

Sec. 22-3 - General sign regulations and restrictions ....................................................... 399 

Sec. 22-4 - Posting of signs or notices on utility poles and trees ...................................... 400 

Chapter 23 ï Traffic and vehicles ................................................................................................ 402 

Article 1 ï In general .............................................................................................................. 402 

Sec. 23-1 - Definitions ...................................................................................................... 402 

Sec. 23-2 ŧ Weight restrictions ........................................................................................ 403 

Sec. 23-3 ŧ Power to further restrict roadways due to conditions hazardous to roadways 403 

Sections 23-4 through 23-20 - Reserved. ......................................................................... 403 

Article 2 ï Vehicle operation and equipment ............................................................................. 404 

Sec. 23-21 - Obedience to police or firemen .................................................................... 404 

Sec. 23-22 - Obedience to official traffic control devices .................................................. 404 

Sec. 23-23 - Application of chapter to animals ................................................................. 404 

Sec. 23-24 ŧ Obedience by public employees ................................................................. 404 

Sec. 23-25 - Authorized emergency vehicles ................................................................... 404 

Sec. 23-26 - Interference with official traffic control devices or railroad signs or signals ... 405 

Sec. 23-27 - Travelling wrong-way upon roadway ............................................................ 405 

Sec. 23-28 - Speed limits ................................................................................................. 405 

Sec. 23-29 - Speed limit in alleys and public parks .......................................................... 406 

Sec. 23-30 - Riding on motorcycles.................................................................................. 406 

Sec. 23-31 - Limitations on backing ................................................................................. 407 

Sec. 23-32 - Driving vehicles on sidewalks ...................................................................... 407 

Sec. 23-33 - Stop when traffic obstructed......................................................................... 407 

Sec. 23-34 - Left turns and U-turns .................................................................................. 407 

Sec. 12-35 - Restrictions on turning at intersections ........................................................ 408 

Sec. 23-36 - Emerging from alley or building .................................................................... 408 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxxv  

 

Sec. 23-37 ŧ Reserved. ................................................................................................... 408 

Sec. 23-38 - Towing of illegally parked vehicles ............................................................... 408 

Sec. 23-39 - Administrative fee for towing cars ................................................................ 409 

Sec. 23-40 ŧ Reserved. ................................................................................................... 409 

Sec. 24-41 - Yielding ........................................................................................................ 409 

Sec. 23-42 - Driving over physical barriers and divided roadways .................................... 410 

Sec. 23-43 - Driving between vehicles comprising funeral or other procession ................ 410 

Sec. 23-44 - Open alcoholic beverage containers in motor vehicle passenger compartments

 ........................................................................................................................................ 410 

Sec. 23-45 - Passenger and child restraint requirements ................................................. 410 

Sec. 23-46 ŧ Engine and jake brakes prohibited .............................................................. 411 

Sec. 23-47 ŧHandheld electronic device use prohibited ................................................... 412 

Sec. 23-48 - Mufflers; exhaust ......................................................................................... 412 

Sec. 23-49 - Driving left of center ..................................................................................... 413 

Sec. 23-50 - Disregarding a traffic control device ............................................................. 413 

Sec. 23-51 - Improper passing ......................................................................................... 413 

Sec. 23-52 - Unsafe start ................................................................................................. 414 

Sec. 23-53 - Failure to yield right-of-way .......................................................................... 414 

Sec. 23-54 - Following too closely .................................................................................... 414 

Sec. 23-55 ŧ Damaging streets ........................................................................................ 414 

Sec. 23-56 ŧ Following emergency vehicle prohibited ...................................................... 415 

Sec. 23-57 ŧ Driving over a fire hose ............................................................................... 415 

Sec. 23-58 ŧ Obstruction to driverŪs view or driving mechanism ....................................... 415 

Sections 23-58 through 23-70 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 415 

Article 4 ï Stopping, standing, and parking ............................................................................... 415 

Sec. 23-71 - Scope .......................................................................................................... 415 

Sec. 23-72 - Regulations not exclusive ............................................................................ 416 

Sec. 23-73 ŧ Reserved. ................................................................................................... 416 

Sec. 23-74 - PresumptionŨgenerally ............................................................................... 416 

Sec. 23-75 - SameŨexceptions ....................................................................................... 416 

Sec. 23-76 through 23-79 ŧ Reserved. ............................................................................ 417 

Sec. 23-80 - Angle parking ............................................................................................... 417 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxxvi  

 

Sec. 23-81 - Parking not to obstruct traffic ....................................................................... 417 

Sec. 23-82 - Parking, etc., near entrances to industrial plants .......................................... 417 

Sec. 23-83 - Obstructing fire lane or fire hydrant .............................................................. 418 

Sec. 23-84 - Parking in alleys ........................................................................................... 418 

Sec. 23-85 - Parking on private property .......................................................................... 419 

Sec. 23-86 - Parking prohibited at all times on certain streets .......................................... 419 

Sec. 23-87 - Parking prohibited during certain hours on certain streets ............................ 419 

Sec. 23-88 - Special regulations for street work and snow removal work ......................... 420 

Sec. 23-89 - Parking for over seventy-two (72) hours ...................................................... 420 

Sec. 23-90 - Parking in yards ........................................................................................... 420 

Sec. 23-91 - Parking in handicapped parking space ........................................................ 421 

Sec. 23-92 - Parking where prohibited ............................................................................. 421 

Sec. 23-93 - Trucks, buses, trailers and recreational vehicles .......................................... 422 

Sec. 23-94 - Parking permits for semi-trailer cabs ............................................................ 422 

Sec. 23-94 - Permits for trailers and motorhomes ............................................................ 423 

Sec. 23-95 - Residential parking ...................................................................................... 423 

Sec. 23-96 ŧ Use of immobilizing traffic boots .................................................................. 424 

Sec. 23-97 ŧ Parking of Vehicles over 14,000 Pounds in residential zones...................... 424 

Sec. 23-98 ŧ Lights on parked vehicles ............................................................................ 424 

Sections 23-95 through 23-109 ŧ Reserved. .................................................................... 424 

Article 5 ï Bicycles and other human-powered vehicles ............................................................. 424 

Sec. 23-110 ŧ Reserved. ................................................................................................. 424 

Sec. 23-111 - Traffic laws apply to persons riding bicycles .............................................. 425 

Sec. 23-112 - Obedience to traffic control devices ........................................................... 425 

Sec. 23-113. ŧ Parents and Guardians liable for fines for unemancipated minors ............ 425 

Sec. 23-114 - Riding on roadways and bicycle paths ....................................................... 425 

Sec. 23-116 - Emerging from alley or driveway ................................................................ 426 

Sec. 23-117 - Riding on sidewalks ................................................................................... 426 

Sec. 23-118 - Parking ...................................................................................................... 426 

Sec. 23-119 ŧ Biking at night; lights required ................................................................... 426 

Sections 23-119 through 23-130 ŧ Reserved. .................................................................. 427 

Article 6- Parades .................................................................................................................. 427 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxxvii  

 

Sec. 23-126 - Definition .................................................................................................... 427 

Sec. 23-127 - Exemptions ................................................................................................ 427 

Sec. 23-128 - Permit required .......................................................................................... 427 

Sec. 23-129 - Permit applications .................................................................................... 427 

Sec. 23-130 - Standards for permit issuance ................................................................... 428 

Sec. 23-131 - Notice of permit denial ............................................................................... 429 

Sec. 23-132 - Alternative permit ....................................................................................... 429 

Sec. 23-133 - Contents of permit ..................................................................................... 429 

Sec. 23-134 - Revocation of permit .................................................................................. 430 

Sec. 23-135 - Compliance with laws and regulations ....................................................... 430 

Sections 23-136 through 23-150 ŧ Reserved. .................................................................. 430 

Article 7 ï Miscellaneous rules ................................................................................................ 430 

Sec. 23-151 - Pedestrians crossing roadway ................................................................... 430 

Sec. 23-152 - Boarding or alighting from vehicles ............................................................ 430 

Sec. 23-153 - Riding on portions of vehicles not intended for vehicular use ..................... 431 

Sec. 23-154 - Reserved. .................................................................................................. 431 

Sec. 23-156 - Attaching to vehicles .................................................................................. 431 

Sec. 24-157 - Funeral processions .................................................................................. 431 

Sec. 23-158 ŧ Passenger not to obstruct view ................................................................. 432 

Sec. 23-159 - Discharge of water on street or other public place ..................................... 432 

Sec. 23-160 ŧ Putting glass or other hazards on roadways ŧ Prohibited .......................... 432 

Sections 23-161 through 23-180 ŧ Reserved. .................................................................. 433 

Article 8 ï Unregistered or abandoned vehicles ......................................................................... 433 

Sec. 23-181 - Definitions .................................................................................................. 433 

Sec. 23-182 - Outside storage prohibited ......................................................................... 433 

Sec. 23-183 - Antique vehicles ......................................................................................... 434 

Sec. 23-184 - Notice of violation; removal of vehicle; penalty ........................................... 434 

Sec. 23-185 - Impound release charge ............................................................................ 435 

Sec. 23-186 ŧ Penalty and Collection of costs for disposal of abandoned vehicles .......... 435 

Sec. 23-187 - Disposal of unclaimed abandoned vehicles ............................................... 435 

Sections 23-188 through 23-200 ŧ Reserved. .................................................................. 435 

Article 9 ï Public school property ............................................................................................ 436 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxxviii  

 

Sec. 23-201 - Speed limits ............................................................................................... 436 

Sec. 23-202 - Parking ...................................................................................................... 436 

Sections 23-203 through 23-230 ŧ Reserved. .................................................................. 436 

Article 10 ï Recreational motor vehicles ................................................................................... 436 

Sec. 23-231 - Purpose ..................................................................................................... 436 

Sec. 23-232 - Definitions .................................................................................................. 437 

Sec. 23-233 - Operation ................................................................................................... 437 

Sec. 23-324 - Exclusions ................................................................................................. 437 

Sec. 23-325 - Failure to comply with or destroying notice ................................................ 438 

Sec. 23-326- Violations and penalty ................................................................................. 438 

(b) Any person found violating .................................................................................... 438 

Sec. 23-327 through 23-340 ŧ Reserved. ........................................................................ 438 

Article 11 ï Golf carts ............................................................................................................ 438 

Sec. 23-341 - Use permitted ............................................................................................ 438 

Sec. 23-342 - Slow moving vehicle emblem; display. ....................................................... 438 

Sec. 23-343 - License required ........................................................................................ 439 

Sec. 23-344 - Financial responsibility ............................................................................... 439 

Sec. 23-345 - Penalty ...................................................................................................... 439 

Sections 23-346 through 23-350 ŧ Reserved. .................................................................. 439 

Article 12 - Towing of vehicles................................................................................................ 439 

Sec. 23-351 - Definitions .................................................................................................. 439 

Sec. 23-352 Liability of the owner .................................................................................... 440 

Sec. 23-353 - Personnel, Equipment, and Facilities ......................................................... 440 

Sec. 23-354 - Rate ........................................................................................................... 440 

Sec. 23-355 ŧ Towing administrative fee.......................................................................... 440 

Sec. 23-356 Liability insurance ........................................................................................ 441 

Sec. 23-357 ŧ Storage area ............................................................................................. 441 

Sec. 23-358 - Severability: ............................................................................................... 441 

Sec. 23- 359 - Reports ..................................................................................................... 441 

Sec. 23-360 - Violations ................................................................................................... 441 

Sections 23-361 through 23-370 ŧ Reserved. .................................................................. 442 

Article 13 ï Administration and enforcement ............................................................................ 442 



 

Town Code (2017) | xxxix  

 

Sec. 23-371 - Enforcement officers generally ................................................................... 442 

Sec. 23-372 - Accident investigations .............................................................................. 442 

Sec. 23-373 - Accident reports and fees .......................................................................... 442 

Chapter 24 ï Weapons and explosives ......................................................................................... 445 

Article 1 - Generally ............................................................................................................... 445 

Sec. 24-1 - Discharge of firearms ..................................................................................... 445 

Sec. 24-2 - Rifle ranges ................................................................................................... 445 

Sec. 24-3 ŧ Indoor firing ranges ....................................................................................... 445 

Sec. 24-4 - Skeet ranges ................................................................................................. 446 

Sec. 24-5 - Reserved. ...................................................................................................... 446 

Sec. 24-6 - Air rifles and BB guns .................................................................................... 446 

Sec. 24-7 - Violations and penalty .................................................................................... 446 

Sections 24-8 through 24-20 ŧ Reserved. ........................................................................ 446 

Article 2 ï Sale and possession of knives to minors .................................................................... 447 

Sec. 24-21 - Definitions .................................................................................................... 447 

Sec. 24-22 - Knife restrictions .......................................................................................... 447 

Sec. 24-22 - Display ......................................................................................................... 447 

Sec. 24-23 - Violations; penalties ..................................................................................... 447 

Sections 24-24 through 24-30 - Reserved. ....................................................................... 448 

Article 3- Possession of knives and weapons within publicly owned municipal facilities ................ 448 

Sec. 24-31 - Generally ..................................................................................................... 448 

Sec. 24-32 - Weapons and firearms defined .................................................................... 448 

Sec. 24-33 - Prohibition of weapons and firearms ............................................................ 449 

Sec. 24-34 - Exempted persons ....................................................................................... 449 

Sec. 24-35 - Penalties, fines, and notices ........................................................................ 449 

Sections 24-36 through 24-40 - Reserved. ....................................................................... 449 

Article 4 - Sale and possession of gun-shaped cellphone cases ..................................................... 450 

Sec. 24-41 - Definitions .................................................................................................... 450 

Sec. 24-42 - Violations; penalties ..................................................................................... 450 

Sections 24-44 through 24-70 - Reserved. ....................................................................... 450 

Article 5 ï Fireworks .............................................................................................................. 450 

Sec. 24-71 Definitions ...................................................................................................... 450 



 

Town Code (2017) | xl  

 

Sec. 24-72 - Use of consumer fireworks .......................................................................... 450 

Sec. 24-73 ŧ Public display of fireworks; permit required ................................................. 451 

Sec. 24-74 ŧ Public displays; certificate of insurance; violations ...................................... 451 

Chapter 25 ï Miscellaneous provisions and offenses ...................................................................... 453 

Article 1 ï In general .............................................................................................................. 453 

Sec. 25-1 ŧ Reserved. ..................................................................................................... 453 

Sec. 25-2 - Loitering ......................................................................................................... 453 

Sec. 25-3 - Targeted picketing in residential areas ........................................................... 453 

Sec. 25-4 ŧ False alarms (non-fire) .................................................................................. 454 

Sec. 25-5 ŧ Working on motor vehicles ............................................................................ 454 

Sections 25-6 through 26-100 ŧ Reserved. ...................................................................... 454 

Article 2 ï Collection boxes .................................................................................................... 454 

Sec. 25-101 ŧ Intent and definitions ................................................................................. 454 

Sec. 25-102 ŧ Collection Box Permit ................................................................................ 455 

Sec. 25-103 ŧ Application for permit and fee .................................................................... 455 

Sec. 25-104 ŧ Permit Requirements ................................................................................ 456 

Sec. 25-105 ŧ Type of Permit and Renewal of Permit ...................................................... 457 

Sec. 25-106 ŧ Revocation of permit, removal of collection boxes and liability .................. 458 

Sec. 25-107 ŧ Appeal to Planning Commission ............................................................... 459 

Sec. 20-108 ŧ Penalty and Remedies .............................................................................. 459 

  



 

Town Code (2017) | 1  

 

Chapter 1 - Prefix and enabling ordinance 

This Code constitutes a codification of the general and permanent ordinances of the Town of New 

Chicago, Indiana. While care has been taken to respect the heritage and previous ordinances of the Town 

of New Chicago, many aspects of this Code are new or have been rewritten in the pursuit of bettering our 

Town, utilizing new powers granted under state statutes, and adopting best practices to guide our 

community into the future.  

BE IT, THIS FIRST CHAPTER OF THE NEW CHICAGO TOWN CODE, BE ORDAINED 

BY THE TOWN COUNCIL: 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 1-1 ï Adoption of Code 

The ordinances embraced in this shall constitute and be designated the "Town Code, Town of New 

Chicago, Lake County, Indiana" is hereby adopted.  

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 1-2 ï Effect upon of former ordinances 

(a) The provisions of this Code, insofar as they are substantially the same as legislation previously 

adopted by the Town relating to the same subject matter, shall be construed as restatements, 

continuations, and amendments thereof and not as new enactments.  

(b) Ordinances indicated by ñadded byò language in the footer of each ordinance preceding Ordinance 

2017-^^ shall be expressly deemed to have been enacted previously to this code. 

(c) All ordinances of a general and permanent nature, except ordinances establishing fee schedules, 

establishing or supplying funds of the Town, permitting expenditures, salary ordinances, entering 

contracts, or the employee handbook enacted on or before January 1, 2017, and not included in the 

Code or recognized and continued in force by reference therein, are repealed as of the date the new 

Code enters into force.  

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 1-3 ï No revival of past ordinances  

The repeal provided for in section 1-2 hereof shall not be construed to revive any ordinance or part 

thereof that has been repealed by a subsequent ordinance that is repealed by this ordinance. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 
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Sec. 1-4 ï Reserved 

 

Sec. 1-5 ï Incorporation of amendments 

Additions or amendments to the Code when passed in such form as to indicate the intention of the Town 

Council to make the same a part of the Code shall be deemed to be incorporated in the Code, so that 

reference to the Code includes the additions and amendments. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 1-6 ï Amendments to Code 

(a) Ordinances adopted after the effective date of this Code, which amend or refer to ordinances that have 

been codified in the Code shall be construed as if they amend or refer to like provisions of the Code. 

(b) Whenever a new edition of this Code is issued to reflect amendments and additions to the code, all 

such amendments shall be codified in an appropriate place within this Town Code. 

 (Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 1-7 ï Noncodified ordinances 

(a) Administrative ordinances (such as spending, borrowing, salary ordinances, etc.) and fee schedules 

shall be available at the Town Hall and will not be formally codified into this Code.  

(b) All noncodified ordinances will be kept on file for public inspection and copying at the Town Hall. 

(c) The noncodified status of these ordinances shall not render them unenforceable. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 1-8 ï Town officials 

(a) Rules regarding the selection of elected or appointed officials shall be deemed a continuation of 

previously existing ordinances.  

(b) This newly adopted code shall not in any way shorten, diminish, or extend the lawfully appointed 

terms of elected officials or lawfully appointed officials under previous versions of the Town Code.  

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 
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Sec. 1-9 - Date Code enters into effect 

This new code shall become effective ________________________. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Town Council this ____ day of __________, 2017 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 
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Chapter 2 ï Rules of construction 

Sec. 2-1 - Designation and citation of Code 

The ordinances embraced in this Town Code shall constitute and be designated the "Town Code, Town of 

New Chicago, Lake County, Indiana" and may be so cited or referred to in short form as the ñNew 

Chicago Town Code.ò 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 2-2 - Rules of construction 

(a) In the construction of this Code and of all ordinances, the rules and definitions set out in this section 

shall be observed, unless such construction would be inconsistent with the manifest intent of the Town 

Council.  

(b) The rules of construction and definitions set out in this chapter shall not be applied to any section of 

this Code which shall contain any express provision excluding such construction, or where the subject 

matter or context of such section may be repugnant thereto. 

(c) In the interpretation and application of any provisions of this Code, they shall be held to be the 

minimum requirements adopted for the promotion of the public health, safety, comfort, convenience 

and general welfare.  

(d) Where any provision of the Code imposes greater restrictions upon the subject matter than another 

more general provision imposed by the Code, the provision imposing the greater restriction or 

regulation shall be deemed to be controlling. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 2-3 ï Definitions 

Clerk. The term "clerk" or "Town clerk" shall mean the Clerk-Treasurer of the Town of New Chicago, 

Indiana. 

Code. The term "Code" shall mean the Town Code, Town of New Chicago, Lake County, Indiana. 

Computation of time. The time within which any act provided by law is to be done shall be computed by 

excluding the first day and including the last. If the last day is Sunday or legal holiday, it shall be 

excluded and the next day shall be included. 

Corporate limits, Town limits. The term "corporate limits" or "Town limits" shall mean the legal 

boundaries of the Town of New Chicago, except as otherwise provided by law. 

County. The words "the county" or "this county" shall mean the County of Lake in the State of Indiana. 

Delegation of authority. Whenever a provision appears requiring the head of a department or some other 

Town officer to do some act or perform some duty, it shall be construed to authorize the head of the 
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department or other officer to designate, delegate and authorize subordinates to perform the required act 

or perform the duty unless the terms of the provision or section specify otherwise. 

Gender. A word importing the masculine gender only or female gender only shall extend and be applied 

individuals of any gender identity, and to firms, partnerships and corporations. 

Generally. All general provisions, terms, phrases and expressions contained in this Code shall be liberally 

construed in order that the true intent and meaning of the Town Council may be fully carried out. 

Executive. The term "executive" or "executive of the Town" shall mean the President of the Town 

Council of New Chicago, Indiana. 

IC §. Reference is to the Indiana Code. 

Joint authority. All words giving joint authority to three or more persons or officers shall be construed as 

giving such authority to a majority of such persons or officers unless otherwise specified. 

May. The word "may" shall be construed as being permissive and not mandatory. 

Month. The word "month" shall mean a calendar month, unless otherwise expressed. 

Must. The word "must" shall be construed as being mandatory and not permissive. 

Nontechnical and technical words. Words and phrases shall be construed according to the common and 

approved usage of the language, but technical words and phrases and such others as may have acquired a 

peculiar and appropriate meaning in law shall be construed and understood according to such meaning. 

Number. A word importing the singular number only may extend and be applied to several persons and 

things as well as to one person and thing, and a word importing the plural shall include the singular. 

Oath. The word "oath" shall be construed to include an affirmation in all cases in which, by law, an 

affirmation may be substituted for an oath, and in such cases the words, "swear" and "sworn" shall be 

equivalent to the words "affirm" and "affirmed." 

Officers generally. Whenever any officer is referred to by title, such as "Clerk-Treasurer," "Chief of 

Police," etc., such reference shall be construed as if followed by the words "of the Town of New 

Chicago." 

Or, and. "Or" may be read "and" and "and" may be read "or" if the sense requires it. 

Owner. The word "owner," applied to a building or land, shall include any part owner, joint owner, tenant 

in common, tenant in partnership, joint tenant, tenant by the entirety, or any holder of a beneficial interest 

in the whole or in a part of such building or land. 

Person. The word "person" shall extend and be applied to associations, clubs, societies, firms, 

partnerships, trustees, bodies politic and corporate or any other group acting as a unit as well as to 

individuals. 
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Personal property. The words "personal property" includes every species of property except real 

property. 

Preceding, following. The words "preceding" and "following" mean next before and next after, 

respectively. 

President. The term "president" shall mean the president of the Town Council of New Chicago, Indiana. 

Property. The word "property" shall include real and personal property. 

Public place. The term "public place" shall mean any street or highway, sidewalk, park, school yard or 

open space adjacent thereto and any lake or stream. 

Quorum. The word "quorum" shall mean a majority of the members of a board, commission or committee 

holding office, unless otherwise specifically provided in this Code. 

Real property. The term "real property" shall include lands, tenements and hereditaments. 

Reasonable time, reasonable notice. In all cases where any provision shall require any act to be done in a 

"reasonable time" or "reasonable notice" to be given to any person, such reasonable time or notice shall 

be deemed to mean such time only as may be necessary in the prompt execution of such duty or 

compliance with such notice. 

Reference to other sections. Whenever in a section of this Code reference is made to another section 

hereof, such reference shall extend and apply to the section referred to as subsequently amended, revised, 

recodified or renumbered unless the subject matter be changed or materially altered by the amendment or 

revision. 

Shall. The word "shall" shall be construed as being mandatory and not permissive. 

Sidewalk. The word "sidewalk" shall mean any portion of a street dedication between the curb line and 

the adjacent property line intended for the use of pedestrians, excluding parkways. 

Signature or subscription. The word "signature" or "subscription" includes a mark when the person 

cannot write or an authorized signature made by the agent of a person who is physically unable to write. 

State. The words "the state" or "this state" shall be construed to mean the State of Indiana. 

Street. Except as may be provided in the traffic and vehicles chapter of this Code, the word "street" shall 

be construed to apply to the entire width between property lines of every way or place of whatever nature 

when any part thereof is open to the use of the public as a matter of right. 

Tenant or occupant. The word "tenant" or "occupant," applied to a building or land, shall include any 

person holding a written or oral lease or who occupies the whole or a part of such building or land, either 

alone or with others. 

Tense. Words used in the past or present tense include the future as well as the past and present. 
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Town. The word "Town" shall mean the Town of New Chicago, Lake County, Indiana. 

Town Council, council, legislative body. The terms "Town Council," "council," and "legislative body" 

shall mean the Town Council of New Chicago, Indiana. 

Wholesale, wholesaler, wholesale dealer. In all cases where the terms "wholesale," "wholesaler" or 

"wholesale dealer" is used in this Code, unless otherwise specifically defined, it shall be understood and 

held to relate to the sale of goods, merchandise, articles or things in quantity to persons who purchase for 

purposes of resale, as distinguished from a retail dealer who sells in smaller quantities direct to the 

consumer. 

Written or in writing. The term "written" or "in writing" shall be construed to include any representation 

of words, letters or figures, whether by printing, digital, or otherwise. 

Year. The word "year" shall mean a calendar year, unless otherwise expressed. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 2-4 - Certain ordinances not affected by Code 

(a) Nothing in this Code or the ordinance adopting this Code shall affect any ordinance: 

(1) Promising or guaranteeing the payment of money for the Town, or authorizing the issuance of 

any bonds of the Town or any evidence of the Town's indebtedness, or any contract or 

obligation assumed by the Town;  

(2) Granting any right or franchise or amending same; 

(3) Dedicating, naming, renaming, establishing, locating, relocating, opening, paving, widening, 

vacating, etc., any street or public way in the Town; 

(4) Making any appropriation; 

(5) Levying or imposing taxes; 

(6) Establishing or prescribing grades in the Town; 

(7) Providing for local improvements and assessing taxes therefor; 

(8) Dedicating or accepting any plat or subdivision or otherwise relating to subdivisions; 

(9) Extending, describing or contracting the boundaries of the Town; 

(10) Prescribing the number, classification benefits or compensation of any Town officers or 

employees, not inconsistent herewith; 

(11) Pertaining to zoning or relating to the jurisdiction of the Planning Commission over specific 

property; 

(12) Creating specific funds that are not codified in this Code; 

(13) Establishing an economic revitalization area; and industrial cost recovery system; 

(14) Adopted for purposes which have been consummated; 

(15) Which is temporary, although general in effect; 

(16) Relating to personnel and the drug and alcohol policies of the Town; 

(17) Establishing a schedule of fees or charges for water, sewer, stormwater, fire prevention, parks, 

contractors, parades, permit fees, or buildings. 
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(b) All such ordinances are hereby recognized as continuing in full force and effect to the same extent as 

if set out at length in this Code. Such ordinances are on file and available for public copy and review 

at the Clerk Treasurerôs office. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 2-5 - Errors or omissions 

(a) If a manifest error is discovered, consisting of the misspelling of any words; the omission of any word 

necessary to express the intention of the provisions affected; the use of a word to which no meaning 

can be attached; or the use of a word when another word was clearly intended to express the intent, the 

spelling shall be corrected and the word supplied, omitted, or substituted that will conform with the 

manifest intention.  

(b) The provisions shall have the same effect as though the correct words were contained in the text as 

originally published.  

(c) No alteration shall be made or permitted if any question exists regarding the nature or extent of the 

error. 

(d) If any question exists regarding the nature or extent of any error, the Town Council shall address the 

issue and clarify the discrepancy by ordinance within a reasonable amount of time. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 2-6 - Conflicting provisions 

(a) If the provisions of different Codes, chapters, or sections of the codified ordinances conflict with or 

contravene each other, the provisions bearing the latest passage date shall prevail.  

(b) If the conflicting provisions bear the same passage date, the more specific ordinance shall prevail.  

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 2-7 - Code does not affect prior offenses, penalties, contracts or rights 

(a) Nothing in this Code or the ordinance adopting this Code shall affect any offense or act committed or 

done, or any penalty or forfeiture incurred, or any contract or right established or accruing before the 

effective date of this Code. 

(b) The adoption of this Code shall not be interpreted as authorizing or permitting any use or the 

continuance of any use of a structure or premises in violation of any ordinance of the Town in effect 

on the date of adoption of this Code. 

(c) All offenses committed under previous versions of this Code shall be subject to and prosecutable 

under the ordinances in effect at the time of the violation. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 
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Sec. 2-8 - Catchlines of sections 

The catchlines or headings of the several sections of this Code printed in boldface type are intended as 

mere catchwords to indicate the contents of the sections and shall not be deemed or taken to be titles of 

such sections, nor as any part of the sections, nor, unless expressly so provided, shall they be so deemed 

when any of such sections, including the catchlines, are amended or reenacted. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 2-9 ï Injunction s 

The Town may bring a civil action to enjoin any person from: 

(a) Violating any ordinance regulating or prohibiting a condition or use of property; or 

(b) Engaging in conduct without a license if an ordinance requires a license to engage in that conduct. 

(c) Any nuisance. 

(d) Any noise or firework ordinance. 

(e) Any other civil action permissible under the Indiana Code and not explicitly stated herein. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 2-10 ï Reserved. 

 

Sec. 2-11 - Amendments to Code 

(a) All ordinances passed subsequent to this Code which amend, repeal or in any way affect this Code 

may be numbered in accordance with the numbering system of this Code and printed for inclusion in 

this Code, or in the case of repealed chapters, sections and subsections, or any part thereof, by 

subsequent ordinances, such repealed portions may be excluded from the Code by omission from 

reprinted pages affected thereby and the subsequent ordinances as numbered and printed or omitted.  

(b) In the case of amendments, additions, or repealed ordinances, copies of the ordinances passed by the 

Town Council shall be prima facie evidence of such subsequent ordinances until such time as this 

Code and subsequent ordinances numbered or omitted are republished as an updated edition of the 

Code of ordinances by the Town Council. 

(c) Amendments to any of the provisions of this Code may be made by amending such provisions by 

specific reference to the section number of this Code in the following language: "Chapter _____ 

Section ____________ of the Town Code, Town of New Chicago, Lake County, Indiana, is hereby 

amended to read as follows:é." The new provisions shall then be set out in full as desired. 

(d) If a new section not heretofore existing in the Code is to be added, the following language may be 

used: "The Town Code, Town of New Chicago, Lake County, Indiana, is hereby amended by adding a 
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section, to be numbered ____________, which section reads as follows:é." The new section shall 

then be set out in full as desired. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 2-12 - Effect of repeal of ordinances 

(a) When any ordinance repealing a former ordinance, clause or provision shall be itself repealed, such 

repeal shall not be construed to revive such former ordinance, clause or provision unless it shall be 

therein so expressly provided. 

(b) The repeal of an ordinance shall not affect any punishment or penalty incurred before the repeal took 

effect, nor any suit, prosecution or proceeding pending at the time of the repeal, for an offense 

committed or cause of action arising under the ordinance repealed. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 2-12 through 2-13 ï Reserved.  

 

Sec. 2-14 - Supplementation of Code generally 

(a) By contract or by Town personnel, supplements and/or new editions to this Code shall be prepared and 

printed whenever authorized or directed by the Town Council.  

(b) A supplement to the Code shall include all substantive permanent and general parts of ordinances 

adopted during the period covered by the supplement and all changes made thereby in the Code.  

(c) The pages of a supplement shall be so numbered that they will fit properly into the Code and will, 

where necessary, replace pages which have become obsolete or partially obsolete, and the new pages 

shall be so prepared that, when they have been inserted, the Code will be current through the date of 

the adoption of the latest ordinance included in the supplement. 

(d) In preparing a supplement to this Code, all portions of the Code which have been repealed shall be 

excluded from the Code by the omission thereof from reprinted pages. 

(e) In order to preserve the usefulness of the Town Code and ease of use for citizens and Town officials, 

the Town Council shall review newly enacted and amended ordinances at least once every two (2) 

years to determine if a newly printed supplement or edition of the Code with the newly enacted or 

amended ordinances is necessary. If no changes are made, a new review must occur every year until a 

new edition is printed. The Town Council may designate the Town Attorney or contract with other 

legal counsel licensed in the State of Indiana to conduct this review. 

(f) When preparing a supplement or new addition to this Code, the codifier (meaning the person, agency 

or organization authorized to prepare the supplement) may make formal, nonsubstantive changes in 

ordinances and parts of ordinances included in the supplement, insofar as it is necessary to do so to 

embody them into a unified Code. For example, the codifier may: 

(1) Organize the ordinance material into appropriate subdivisions; 
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(2) Provide appropriate catchlines, headings and titles for sections and other subdivisions of the 

Code printed in the supplement, and make changes in such catchlines, headings and titles; 

(3) Assign appropriate numbers to sections and other subdivisions to be inserted in the Code and, 

where necessary to accommodate new material, change existing section or other subdivision 

numbers; 

(4) Change the words "this ordinance" or words of the same meaning to "this chapter," "this 

article," "this division," etc., as the case may be, or to "sections ____________ to 

____________" (inserting section numbers to indicate the sections of the Code which embody 

the substantive sections of the ordinance incorporated into the Code); and 

(5) Make other nonsubstantive changes necessary to preserve the original meaning of ordinance 

sections inserted into the Code; but in no case shall the codifier make any change in the 

meaning or effect of ordinance material included in the supplement or already embodied in the 

Code. 

(g) The Town Council shall review any supplement or new edition of the Code to ensure that any changes 

do not change the meaning of the ordinances. The Town Council may delegate this review to the 

Town Attorney. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 2-15 - Responsibility of officers with respect to assigned copies of Code 

(a) Each Town officer assigned a copy of this Code shall be responsible for maintaining the same and for 

the proper insertion of amendatory pages as received.  

(b) Each such copy shall remain the property of the Town and shall be turned over by the officer having 

custody thereof, upon expiration of his term of office, to his/her successor or to the Clerk-Treasurer, in 

case he shall have no successor. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 2-16 - Severability of parts of Code 

(a) The sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Code are severable, and if any phrase, 

clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Code shall be declared unconstitutional, invalid or 

unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of a court of competent jurisdiction, such 

unconstitutionality, invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, 

clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this Code. 

(b) The use of severability clauses within certain Chapters and Articles of this Code shall not be construed 

to mean that any portion not containing a severability clause is not severable. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 
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Sec. 2-17 ï Fines and fees that exceed or otherwise violate state law 

(a) In the event that any fee or fine enacted by the Town shall exceed the amount permitted by state or 

Federal law, said fines or fees shall be construed to permit the town to collect the maximum amount 

permitted under the law. 

(b) In the event that the Town Council becomes aware that any fine or fee exceeds state law, the Town 

Council shall take steps to amend the affected ordinance to be in compliance with state law. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 
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Chapter 3 - Town government 

Article  1 - Selection of officers 

Sec. 3-1 - Selection of councilmembers 

There shall be a representative of each ward on the Town Council and each councilmember shall be 

elected at large. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-2 - Wards 

(a) The wards of the Town of New Chicago shall be as follows: 

(1) Ward One (1) ï boundaries will consist of the East side of Michigan Street from the South side 

of Garfield Avenue to the East side of Iowa Street to the South Side of Huber Boulevard to the 

West side of Wisconsin Street to the South side of Garviel Avenue to the West side of Pulaski 

Street to the North side of 37
th
 Avenue to the East side of Michigan Street to the South Side of 

Garfield Avenue to the East Side of Iowa Street. 

(2) Ward Two (2) ï boundaries will consist of the West side of Michigan Street from the South 

Side of Huber Bouldevard to the East side of Indiana Street to the North side of 37
th
 Avenue. 

(3) Ward Three (3) ï boundaries will consist of the East side of Michigan Street from the North 

side of Garfield Avenue to the West side of Iowa Street to the South side of Huber Boulebard to 

the West side of Wisconsin Street to the South Side of Madison Avenue to the West side of 

Ohio Street to the South side of the River to the East side of Michigan Street 

(4) Ward Four (4) ï boundaries will consist of the West side of Michigan Street from the North side 

of Huber Boulevard to the East side of Indiana Street North across Deep River North side deep 

of Deep Riber West to the West side of Michigan Street 

(5) Ward Five (5) ï boundaries will consist of the East side of Wisconsin Street from the adjoining 

city boundaries of Lake Station to the North side of Madison Avenue to the East side of Ohio 

Street to Deep River Northesast to the adjoining city boundaries of Lake Station to the West 

side of Grand Boulevard to the adjoining city boundaries of Lake Station Southwest to the East 

side of Wisconsin Street. 

(b)  A map of these wards is attached below as exhibit A. [Attached below]. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 
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Sec. 3-3 - Use of Town promotion fund 

(a) The Town Council is authorized to budget and appropriate funds from the general fund of the Town to 

pay the expenses of or to reimburse Town officials as the case may be for expenses incurred in 

promoting the best interest of the Town.  

(b) Such expenses may include but not necessarily be limited to rental of meeting places, meals, 

decorations, memorabilia, awards, expenses incurred in interviewing job applicants, expenses incurred 

in promoting industrial, commercial and residential development, expenses incurred in developing 

relations with other units of government and any other expenses of a civic or governmental nature 

deemed by the Town Council to be in the interest of the Town. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sections 3-4 through 3-15 ï Reserved. 

 

Article  2 - Meetings 

Sec. 3-16 - Date, time, place, etc., of regular meetings 

(a) The Town Council shall meet in regular session on the second Wednesday of each month hereafter at 

7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall or wherever the council shall designate.  

(b) The Town Planning Commission shall meet in regular session on the second Wednesday of each 

month hereafter at 6:00 p.m. in the Town Hall or wherever the council shall designate. 

(c) If any regular meeting shall fall on a legal holiday, the Council and Town Planning Commission shall 

meet in regular session at the alternate times designated for such meetings by the Council. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-17 - Calling special meetings 

(a) Special meetings of the Town Council may be called by the president or by any three (3) 

councilmembers upon written request, signed by the president or any three (3) councilmembers. The 

notice shall contain the purpose of the meeting and the purpose may be stated in general terms to 

include any and all business regularly to come before the council.  

(b) The notice may be served by the president or any councilmember or the Clerk-Treasurer; provided, 

however, that the notice shall be served at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the time that said 

meeting is to be held. Said notice may be served by delivering a copy thereof to the members of the 

council, or by leaving a copy thereof at the residence of the councilmember. 

(c) Such written notice of a special meeting shall not be required if the time and place of the special 

meeting has been fixed at a regular meeting, or if all councilmembers are present at a special meeting. 

(d) The service of such notice shall be made by the Chief of Police or his/her deputy as follows: 

(1) By reading the notice to and within the hearing of all members of the council; 
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(2) By leaving a copy of the notice at any member's last and usual place of residence, in case he 

cannot be found; or 

(3) By acknowledgement thereof by the council member of the notice. Such notice shall be served a 

reasonable time before the hour set for such meeting so that by reasonable diligence the 

members of the council can reach the place of the special meeting at the time set. 

(e) At any special meeting the council shall be limited to transact business inserted in the call, unless it is 

business which notice by publication was not first required to be given. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-18 - Quorum; voting 

(a) Not less than three (3) members of the Town Council shall constitute a quorum.  

(b) All business transacted at a meeting must be passed by a majority vote of all the elected members of 

the Town Council. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-19 ï President and vice president 

(a) The presiding officer of the Town Council shall be the president who shall be elected annually in 

January of each year. The president shall: 

(1) Preserve order and decorum; 

(2) Decide all questions of order, subject to appeal by the council; 

(3) Announce the result of all votes by the council upon all motions, resolutions, ordinances and 

other matters; 

(4) Appoint all members of standing and special committees, subject to approval of the council 

(b) The vice president of the Town Council shall be elected annually in January of each year and shall 

fulfill the presidentôs duties when the president is unable to attend a meeting. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-20 - Clerk-Treasurer 

(a) The powers and duties of the Clerk-Treasurer shall be those as provided by state law in IC § 36-5-6 

and other relevant portions of the Indiana Code.  

(b) The minutes of the Town Council shall be kept in due form by the Clerk-Treasurer and his/her 

signature.  

(c) It shall be the duty of the Clerk-Treasurer to cause the minutes of all the regular and special meetings 

of council to be written up in summary, which book shall be kept for that purpose and to furnish to the 

president and to each member of the council a legible copy thereof, at least one week before the next 

scheduled meeting. 
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(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-21 - Robert's Rules 

The rules of parliamentary practice comprised in the most recent edition of Robert's Rules of Order shall 

govern the Town Council in all cases to which they are applicable, and provided they are not inconsistent 

with this Chapter. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-22 - Suspension of Robertôs Rules 

Robertôs Rules of Order may be suspended with the unanimous consent of the Town Council members 

present at a meeting. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sections 3-33 through 3-39 - Reserved. 

 

Article 3 ï Conduct of meetings 

Sec. 3-40 - Order of business 

(a) The following shall be the order of business at all regular meetings of the Town Council; however, the 

president may during a council meeting, re-arrange items on the agenda with the consent of the Town 

Council, to conduct the business before the council more expeditiously. 

(1) The President shall call the meeting to order. If the president is not present at such meeting, the 

vice-president shall serve in the presidentôs role for the meeting and call the meeting to order. 

(2) The president of the Town Council shall lead the council and the public in the recital of the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

(3) Roll call. 

(4) Consent agenda: 

i. The Clerk-Treasurer in consultation with the presiding officer, shall place matters on the 

consent agenda which have been: 

A. Previously discussed by the council, or 

B. Based on the information delivered to members of the council by administration 

that can be reviewed by a council member without further explanation, or 

C. Are so routine or technical in nature that passage is likely, or as directed by the 

Town Council. 

ii. Items on the consent agenda may be presented in writing and do not have to be read. 
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iii.  The president of the council may read the consent, including the titles of any 

proclamation or resolutions contained therein. 

iv. The proper council motion on the consent agenda shall be substantially as follows: "I 

move for adoption of the consent agenda." This motion shall have the effect of moving to 

adopt all items on the consent agenda.  

v. Since adoption of any item on the consent agenda implies unanimous consent, any 

member of the council shall have the right to remove any item from the consent agenda. 

If any matter is withdrawn, the presiding officer shall place the item at an appropriate 

place on the agenda for current or a future meeting. 

(5) Reports of standing committees. 

(6) Reports of special committees. 

(7) General orders. 

i. Ordinances. 

A. First reading. 

B. Second reading. 

ii. Resolutions. 

iii.  Zoning appeals actions 

(8) Old business. 

(9) New business. 

(10) Administrative matters (such as scheduling an alternate meeting date if the next meeting falls on 

a legal holiday). 

(11) Citizen comments. Any member of the public may request time to address the council after first 

stating their name, address, and the subject of their comments. The presiding officer may then 

allow the comments, subject to such time limitations as the presiding officer deems necessary, 

generally three (3) minutes. Following such comments, the presiding officer may take such 

matters under consideration, or refer the matter to the Clerk-Treasurer or appropriate committee 

for investigation and report. 

(12) Announcements. 

(13) Adjournment. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-41 - Additions to agenda 

Matters of unusual importance or of an emergency nature may be added to the agenda at any time by the 

presiding officer or a councilmember with the consent of a majority of all of the members of the Town 

Council. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 



 

Town Code (2017) | 21  

 

Sec. 3-42 - Deciding priority of business 

All questions relating to the priority of business shall be decided by the presiding officer without debate, 

subject, however to appeal to the Town Council. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-43 - Function of presiding officer 

The presiding officer shall preserve order and decorum, and shall decide all questions of order, subject to 

an appeal by any member of the Town Council. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-44 - Two members requesting recognition at same time 

When two (2) or more members of the Town Council attempt to gain recognition from the chair at the 

same time, the chair shall recognize the councilmember who addressed it first. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-45 - Remarks, questions, etc., by nonmembers 

(a) Any person who is not a member of the Town Council shall give his/her name and address in an 

audible tone of voice for the record and, unless further time is granted by the council, shall limit 

his/her address to three (3) minutes.  

(b) The Town Council shall notify such individuals of their allotment of time.  

(c) All remarks shall be addressed to the council as a body and not to any member thereof.  

(d) Persons other than the members of the council and any person having the floor shall not be permitted 

to enter into a discussion, either directly or through a member of the council without the permission of 

the presiding officer.  

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-46 - Improper conduct, refusal to obey orders, etc. 

(a) Any person who makes personal, impertinent or slanderous remarks or who becomes boisterous or 

delays or interrupts the proceedings or peace of meetings of the Town Council or refuses to obey the 

orders of the council or its presiding officer shall be forthwith, by the presiding officer, barred from 

further participation in the proceedings, and may be expelled from the meeting at the discretion of the 

presiding officer. 
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(b) In event of any disturbance or disorderly conduct, during any session of the council, the presiding 

officer shall restore order and shall have the power to require the room to be cleared of disorderly 

spectators, if necessary. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-47 - Motions generally 

(a) No motion shall be put or debated until it has had a second.  

(b) After a motion has received a second it shall be stated by the presiding officer before it shall be 

debated.  

(c) After a motion has been stated by the presiding officer, the mover of the same shall be entitled to first 

have the floor and to talk upon the same, and if he so desires to close the discussion thereof after 

unlimited debate by the Town Council. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-48 - Voting 

(a) When a question has been put for the purpose of taking a vote on the passage of an ordinance or 

resolution, it shall be the duty of the Clerk-Treasurer to call the name of each member of the Town 

Council. 

(b) Each member of the council, as his/her name is called by the Clerk-Treasurer, may thereupon vote 

upon the question by saying "aye," "no," "abstain," according to his/her desire in the matter, unless 

such member is precluded from voting on the question by the rules of the Town Council on account of 

such member's direct interest in the question that is under consideration, or unless such member is 

excused from voting by a majority vote of the Town Council.  

(c) Any member may change his/her vote before announcement of the vote by the chair. Any member 

who does not vote with any "aye," "no," or "abstain," shall be recorded as an "abstention vote." 

(d) If any member requires it, the "ayes, and "noes" upon any question shall be taken and entered where 

not otherwise required to be entered, unless called for, previous to taking a vote on any question 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-49 - Motions while other matters being discussed 

(a) When any question is under discussion or debate, the only motions in order shall be: 

(1) To adjourn to a time certain; 

(2) To adjourn; 

(3) To lay on the table; 

(4) The previous question; 

(5) To refer; 
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(6) To amend; 

(7) To substitute; 

(8) To postpone indefinitely or to postpone to a time certain. 

(b) Motions to adjourn, motions to lay on the table and motions for the previous question shall be decided 

without debate. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-50 - Motion for previous question 

When a motion is postponed indefinitely it shall not be taken up again at the same meeting. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-51 - Ordinances 

(a) No ordinance shall be presented for consideration or discussion to the Town Council unless each 

councilperson shall first have had a draft copy of the ordinance seventy-two (72) hours prior to the 

time it is presented for the discussion or consideration. 

(b) The Town Council by unanimous consent shall have the discretion as to whether or not a proposed 

ordinance shall be read in its entirety in open meetings prior to passage.  

(c) In the event the council determines not to read the ordinance in its entirety, it shall be referred to by its 

title and copies shall be made available to the public at the meeting upon request.  

(d) Nothing in this section shall prohibit the reading of sections of the proposed ordinance and it shall be 

in order to commit, to amend, to lay upon the table, to postpone, or to pass by a majority vote of all the 

members-elect.  

(e) Any proposed ordinance failing to receive a majority vote of all the members-elect shall be considered 

lost.  

(f) A proposed ordinance may be stricken from the files by a vote of two-thirds of all the members-elect. 

(g) Every ordinance, order, or resolution of the Town shall, upon its passage, enrollment, attestation, and 

signature by the Clerk-Treasurer and presiding officer, and a record made in the minutes of the 

council, be signed by all members of the council present. 

(h) All ordinances shall, within a reasonable time after passage, be recorded in a book kept for that 

purpose by the Clerk-Treasurer. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-52 ï Committees generally 

(a) Standing committees shall consist of no less than three (3) councilmembers appointed by the president 

subject to approval of the Town Council, at the first meeting in January of each year. If the council 
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president is not selected until the first meeting in January, standing committees may be appointed at 

the second meeting of the year. 

(b) All standing committees will meet once a month. The agenda for meetings shall be prepared by the 

committee chairmen. 

(c) All standing committees and all vacancies thereon shall be filled by the president subject to approval 

of the Town Council. 

(d) Unless otherwise provided, committee meetings may be called at any time. 

(e) Standing and special committees, to which reference of any matter is made, shall in all cases report at 

least once each month unless further time is granted by a majority vote of all the members of the 

council, with their opinions and recommendations thereon. Minority reports of all committees may be 

received at the same time with the reports of the majority. 

(f) All written reports of committees shall be addressed "To the President and Town Council of the Town 

of New Chicago, Indiana." They shall describe the matter referred to and the conclusion shall be 

framed and summed up in the form of an ordinance, order resolution, recommendation or such other 

distinct proposition and such reports may be presented to the council by the chairman of the committee 

upon call of reports of committees. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sections 3-53 through 3-59 ï Reserved. 

 

Arti cle 4 ï Departments and officers 

Sec. 3-60 ï Clerk-Treasurer  

(a) The duties of the clerk-treasurer shall be those as provided by state law.  

(b) The minutes of the town council shall be kept in due form by the clerk-treasurer and his/her signature, 

together with that of the presiding officer of the council, shall attest the same. 

(c) It shall be the duty of the clerk-treasurer to cause the minutes of all the regular and special meetings of 

council to be written up at full length upon the minute book, which book shall be kept for that purpose 

and to furnish to the president and to each member of the council a legible copy thereof, within one (1) 

week after the meeting has been held. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-61 - Town Attorney  

(a) The Town Attorney shall be appointed by the Town Council at the first meeting in January of each 

year, to serve at the pleasure of the council. The duties of the Town Attorney shall be as follows: 

(1) To attend Town Council meetings, regular and special, and to confer and advise Town 

Councilmembers; 

(2) To prepare ordinances, resolutions, motions, legal notices and all other notices that may be 

necessary to enable the Town Council to transact the business of the Town; 
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(3) To prosecute all violations of Town ordinances. 

(4) Any other duties as assigned upon the request of the Town Council. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-62 ï Reserved. 

 

Sec. 3-63 ï Code Enforcement Officer established  

(a) There shall be established a position within the Town to be designated as Code Enforcement Officer.  

(b) The Code Enforcement Offi cer may be a police officer or another individual appointed by the Town 

Council. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-64 - Duties and powers of the Code Enforcement Officer 

(a) The Code Enforcement Officer shall respond to and investigate complaints regarding ordinance 

violations, issuing such warning citations, valid citations or letters as warranted, following the 

progressive disciplinary process. 

(b) The ordinances which the Code Enforcement Officer will be responsible for enforcing may include, 

but shall not be limited to: junk or non-operating vehicles, parking of recreational vehicles, boats and 

boat trailers, utility trailers and campers, truck parking, amusement game machine licenses, for sale 

signs (utility poles and parkways), garbage issues, unsightly properties, garage sales (frequency of), 

noxious weeds, peddlers/solicitors, littering, property maintenance, fireworks, business licensing, 

animals, and nuisances.  

(c) The Code Enforcement Officer may also be requested to assist the building inspector from time to 

time. The above duties and powers will require this person to meet with owners, tenants, contractors, 

developers, business, representatives, and other[s] to review and explain Code requirements and 

violations or potential violations to secure Code compliance, and to draft and distribute a variety of 

correspondence, memoranda, notices, flyers, brochures, media releases, and reports relating to Code 

enforcement issues and actions. 

(d) The Code Enforcement Officer shall keep a careful and accurate record of all warning citations, valid 

citations, issued letters and such other work product as may be generated in consequence of his/her 

duties.  

(e) The Code Enforcement Officer shall provide such information as may be necessary to support the 

Town Attorney in court hearings and such other enforcement proceedings as may be undertaken and 

shall testify in court regarding such work product generated in consequence of his/her duties. If such 

testimony is required in deposition or in court, the Code Enforcement Officer must be fully prepared 

for such testimony, i.e. reviewing reports and notes, and meeting with other officers and 

representatives of the Town's legal counsel to review and prepare the case presentation. 
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(f) The duties listed above are intended only as illustrations of the various types of work that may be 

performed by the Code Enforcement Officer. The omission of specific duties does not exclude them 

from the position if the work is similar, related or a logical assignment to said position. 

(g) The Town Council further reserves the right to add additional duties to the responsibilities of the Code 

Enforcement Officer that have to do with enforcement of any of the Town ordinances. Such additional 

enforcement responsibility shall be reduced to writing by the Chief of Police and/or Clerk-Treasurer 

and communicated to the Code Enforcement Officer in writing. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-65 ï Commissioners and Inspectors established 

(a) The following positions are hereby established for the inspection of building and renovation projects. 

(1) Building Commissioner/Inspector  

(2) Plumbing Inspector 

(3) Electrical Inspector 

(b) So long as an individually is licensed and properly qualified for each position, an individual may hold 

multiple commissioner and/or inspector positions at the same time. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-66 - Planning Commission 

(a) A Planning Commission is hereby created for the Town of New Chicago. 

(b) The Planning Commission shall consist of five (5) members, and they shall be appointed as follows: 

(1) The President of the Town Council shall appoint the members of the Planning Commission.  

(2) The members appointed shall satisfy the qualifications for membership established by IC § 36-

7-4-216. 

(3) The Planning Commission shall have all the powers and duties and be subject to all the 

limitations provided by the general laws of the State as enumerated in I.C. 36-7-4 and elsewhere 

in the Indiana Code. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-67 ï Reserved 

 

Sec. 3-68 - Chief of Police 

The Office of Chief of Police is hereby established and shall have all the powers provided under State 

law.  
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(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-69 - Appointment of Liaison 

(a) At the first meeting of the Town Council after the President is selected, it shall be the duty of the 

President of said Council to appoint the following named liaisons, consisting of one or more members, 

to serve until the reorganization of the council after an election. Said liaisons shall be responsible to 

ensure communication with the following departments and individuals: : 

(1) Street Department 

(2) Fire Department 

(3) Police Department 

(4) Park Department 

(5) Water Department 

(6) Sanitary Sewer  

(7) Building Commissioner (and related inspectors) 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-70 ï Reserved. 

 

Sec. 3-71 - Purchasing agent 

(a) A Purchasing Agent is hereby adopted and reaffirmed for the Town as a continuation of the previously 

existing ordinance. 

(b) The president of the Town Council is hereby designated as the Purchasing Agent for the Town with all 

the powers and duties authorized under IC § 5-22. 

(c) The purchasing agent shall, if desired, designate in writing, an additional purchasing agent, which 

shall consist of either the Clerk-Treasurer of the Town of New Chicago or one other Town Council 

Member.  

(d) If the President of the Town Council becomes incapacitated and no other purchasing agent is 

designated, the Clerk-Treasurer shall assume the responsibility of the Purchasing agent until the 

President is able to reassume duties or another Purchasing Agent is designated by the Town Council. 

(e) The Purchasing Agent may purchase supplies with an estimated cost of less than twenty-five thousand 

dollars ($25,000.00) on the open market, without inviting or receiving bids unless otherwise required 

by state statute. 

(f) It is hereby determined that each agency and/or department may purchase services in whatever manner 

the purchaser determines to be reasonable. 

(g) Supplies manufactured in the United States shall be specified for all purchases and shall be purchased 

unless the Town determines that: 

(1) That supplies manufactured in the United States are not available in reasonably adequate 

quantities. 
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(2) The price of the supplies manufactured in the United States exceeds the cost of goods 

manufactured elsewhere by an unreasonable amount.  

(3) The quality of the supplies manufactured in the United States is substantially less than the 

quality of comparably priced available supplies manufactured elsewhere; or 

(4) The purchase of supplies manufactured in the United States is not in the public interest. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-72 - Payment of specified lawful debts and expenditures 

(a) The Clerk-Treasurer may make claim payments in advance of board allowance for the lawful Town 

purposes listed below: 

(1) Property or services purchased or leased from the United States government or an agency or a 

political subdivision of the United States Government. 

(2) License fees or permit fees. 

(3) Insurance premiums. 

(4) Utility payments or utility connection charges. 

(b) Federal grant programs if: 

(1) Advance funding is not prohibited; and 

(2) The contracting party provides sufficient security for the amount advanced. 

(c) Grants of state funds authorized by statute. 

(d) Maintenance agreements or service agreements. 

(e) Lease agreements or rental agreements. 

(f) Principal and interest payments and bonds. 

(g) Payroll Fund including: 

(1) Federal withholding tax. 

(2) State gross tax. 

(3) P.E.R.F. 

(h) Garnishment. 

(i) Health, dental, life insurance. 

(j) F.I.C.A. 

(k) Wages and salaries.  

(l) Medicaid. 

(m) Credit union. 

(n) Expenses that must be paid because of emergency circumstances. 

(o) Any and all invoices which would impose a penalty or late charge against the Town. 

(p) Each payment of expenses must be supported by a fully itemized invoice or bill and certified by the 

Clerk-Treasurer. The Council shall review and allow the claims at the boardôs next regular or special 

meeting following the pre-approved payment of the expense.  

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 
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Sections 3-73 through 3-79 ï Reserved. 

 

Article 5 ï Funds 

Division 1 ï Generally 

Sec. 3-80 - List not exhaustive 

(a) Nothing in this article, whether included or omitted, shall be construed to abolish any lawfully 

established fund in the Town of New Chicago.  

(b) Funds which are not included in this Article are not abolished or repealed unless specifically 

abolished. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Division 2- Specific funds 

Sec. 3-81 ï Rainy Day Fund 

(a) There is hereby authorized, created and established a fund of the Town of New Chicago, to be called 

the Rainy Day Fund, pursuant to IC § 36-1-8-5.1 et. seq. 

(b) The Rainy Day Fund is established for the purpose of accumulating funds to provide resources to 

support lawful purposes of the municipality, including meeting exigencies as herein may be defined 

and such other purposes permitted by IC § 36-1-8-5.1 et seq. 

(c) The Rainy Day Fund is established and remains in effect until such time as the fund is repealed or 

rescinded by action of the Town Council. 

(d) The sources of funding for the Rainy Day Fund may include the following. 

(1) Unused and unencumbered funds transferred pursuant to and identified in IC § 36-1-8-5; IC § 6-

3.5-1.1-21.1; IC § 6-3.5-6-17.3; or IC § 6-3.5-7-17.3. 

(2) Interest earned from the investment of monies on deposit to the credit of the fund, provided 

such investments are conducted pursuant to IC § 5-13-9 et seq.; 

(3) An appropriation in the annual budget in the several funds of the municipality as may be 

identified and approved by the Town Council, and then transferred to the Rainy Day Fund, 

subject to the provision of IC § 36-1-8-5.1(d); 

(4) Unreserved. designated fund balances which may be identified in the several funds of the 

municipality, as may be approved by the Town Council, and then transferred to the Rainy Day 

Fund, subject to the Provisions of IC § 36-1-9-5.1. 

(e) The Rainy Day Fund is subject to the same appropriation process as other funds of the municipality 

that receive tax money. 

(f) In any fiscal year, the Town Council may transfer not more than ten percent (10%) of the Townôs total 

annual budget for that fiscal year adopted under IC § 6-1.1-17 to the Rainy Day Fund as authorized by 

IC § 36-1-8-5.1. 

(g) In addition to uses of said fund permitted by IC § 36-1-8-5.1, expenditures from the Rainy Day Fund 

may be used for the following purposes: 

(1) All lawful purposes for which a Town may expend funds pursuant to the statutes of the State of 

Indiana. 
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(2) The operation of the Town and its various departments when the Town does not have sufficient 

levels or funds to pay such costs, including, but not limited to, salaries, wages, costs of services, 

supplies, equipment, capital improvements, repairs, and similar expenditures. 

(3) Such funding as may be determined reasonable and necessary by the Town Council for the uses 

and purposes for which funds from the General Fund, the County Option Income Tax, and 

County Economic Development Income Tax may otherwise be expended. 

(h) Expenditures from the Rainy Day Fund may be made only upon appropriation by the fiscal body for 

the purpose for which the fund is specifically established, in the manner provided by statute for 

making other appropriations and shall be disbursed only on approved accounts payable vouchers 

allowed by the legislative body, all pursuant to IC § 5-11-10 and IC § 36-5-4. 

(i) Money in the Rainy Day Fund may be invested provided that the proceeds from the purchase and sale 

of any such investments shall be deposited with the fund pursuant to IC § 5-13-9. 

(j) All unused and unencumbered cash on deposit to the credit of the Rainy Day Fund does not revert to 

the Town general fund or to any other fund but shall remain with the Rainy Day Fund until such time 

as an ordinance is passed and adopted regarding its disposition.  

(Added by Ord. Ord. 2016-01) 

Sec. 3-82 - Cumulative Capital Development Fund 

(a) The Cumulative Capital Development Fund (hereafter the ñCCD Fundò) is hereby established 

pursuant to IC § 36-9-15.5. 

(b) An ad valorem property tax shall be imposed and all revenues from said levy shall be retained in the 

CCD Fund to be used for any and all purposes authorized by IC § 36-9-15.5-2, IC § 36-9-15.5-8, or 

any other purpose authorized by law. 

(c) To provide revenue for the CCD Fund, a tax shall be levied annually in an amount not to exceed 

twelve cents ($0.12), or the maximum amount permitted by law, on each one hundred dollars 

($100.00) of assessed valuation of all taxable real and personal property. 

(d) Pursuant to IC § 36-9-15.5-8, the revenues accumulated in the CCD Fund may be spent for purposes 

other than the purpose stated in said subsection (b) to protect the public health, safety, or welfare in an 

emergency situation which demands immediate action after the Town Council issues a declaration that 

the public health, safety, or welfare is in immediate danger that requires the expenditure of money 

from the CCD Fund. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-83 ï Lake County, Indiana, County Economic Development Income Tax (CEDIT) Special 

Revenue Non-Reverting Fund 

(a) The Town Council of New Chicago hereby establishes the Town County Economic Development 

Income Tax (CEDIT) Special Revenue Non-Reverting Fund, for the deposit, distribution, and 

utilization of the County Economic, Development Income Tax imposed, collected, and distributed, to 

the Town of New Chicago by the Auditor of Lake County, Indiana, pursuant to the provisions of the 
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Indiana Code Section 6-3.5-7-1, et seq., as amended which fund shall be a Special Revenue Non-

Reverting Fund. 

(b) That the Town Clerk-Treasurer, upon receipt of distribution of said County Public Economic 

Development Income Tax (CEDIT) Funds distributed to the Town of New Chicago pursuant to the 

applicable provisions of Indiana Code Section 6-3.5-7-1, et seq., shall deposit said funds into the 

Town Country Economic Development (CEDIT) Income Tax Special Revenue Non-Reverting Fund 

established hereby for use of economic development in the Town, pursuant to the provisions of 

Indiana Code Section 6-3.5-7-1, et seq., as amended. Further, the funds deposited into said Town 

County Economic Development Income Tax (CEDIT) Special Revenue Non-reverting Fund shall be 

appropriated and utilized for the economic development purposes as permitted, as set forth in Indiana 

Code Section 6-3.5-7-13.1(b), as amended from time to time. 

(c) That deposits and funds in the Town County Economic Development Income Tax (CEDIT) Special 

Revenue Non-Reverting Fund shall not revert to the General Fund at the end of each calendar year but 

shall remain in the Town County Economic Development income Tax (CEDIT) Special Non-reverting 

Fund, as permitted by applicable law. 

(d) That the Town Clerk-Treasurer is directed and authorized to take all necessary and appropriate actions 

to establish and account for the funds collected from the County Economic Development Income Tax 

(CEDIT) distributed to the Town by the Lake County Auditor for the purposes and uses of economic 

development in the Town pursuant provisions of Indiana Code Section 6-3.5-7-13.1(b), all in 

conformance with applicable law. 

(e) That all Ordinances and Town Code sections, or parts thereof, in conflict with the provisions of the 

Enabling Ordinance are hereby deemed null, void, and of no legal effect, and are specifically repealed. 

(f) That if any section, clause, provision, or portion of this Ordinance shall be held to be invalid or 

unconstitutional by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect any other 

section, clause, provision, or portion of this section.  

(Added by Ord. Ord. 2014-04). 

Sec. 3-84 - Public Safety Town Adjusted Gross Income Tax Special Revenue Non-Reverting Fund  

(a) The Town Council of the Town of New Chicago hereby establishes the Town Adjusted Gross Income 

Tax Special Revenue Non-Reverting Fund (hereinafter the ñFundò) for the deposit, distribution, and 

utilization of the Public Safety County Adjusted Gross Income Tax, imposed, collected and distributed 

to the Town of New Chicago pursuant to the provisions of Indiana Code Section 6-3.5-1.1-25 which 

fund shall be a Special Revenue Non-Reverting Fund. 

(b) The Town Clerk-Treasurer, upon receipt of distribution of said Lake County Public Safety County 

Adjusted Gross Income Tax Funds distributed to the Town of New Chicago pursuant to the applicable 

provisions of Indiana Code Section 6-3.5-1.1-25, shall deposit said funds into the Town Adjusted 

Gross Income Tax Special Revenue Non-reverting Fund established hereby for the purposes of 

continuing to carry out or provide at least one (1) public safety purpose pursuant to the provisions of 

the Indiana Code Section 6-3.5-1.1-25(a). Further, the funds deposited into said Town Adjusted Gross 

Income Tax Special Revenue Non-Reverting Fund shall be appropriated and utilized for the public 

safety purposes permitted, as set forth in the Indiana Code Section 6-3.5-1.1-25(a) as amended from 

time to time.  
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(c) Deposits and funds in the Town Adjusted Gross Income Tax Fund Special Revenue Non-Reverting 

Fund shall not revert to the General Fund at the end of each calendar year, but shall remain in the 

Town Adjusted gross Income Tax Special Revenue Non-reverting Fund, as permitted by applicable 

law. 

(d) The Town Clerk-Treasurer is directed and authorized to take all necessary and appropriate actions to 

establish and account for the funds collected from the Public Safety County Adjusted Gross Income 

Tax distributed to the Town by the Lake County Auditor for the purposes and uses of carrying out or 

providing at least one (1) public safety purpose pursuant to the provisions of Indiana Code section 6-

3.5-1.1-25(a), all in conformance with applicable law. 

(e) All Ordinances and Town Code sections, or parts thereof, in conflict with the provisions of this 

Enabling Ordinance are hereby deemed null, void, and of no legal effect, and are specifically repealed. 

(f) If any section, clause, provision or portion of this Ordinance shall be held to be invalid or 

unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect any other 

section, clause, provision, or portion of this Ordinance. 

(Added by Ord. 2014-05) 

 

Sec. 3-85 ï Ordinance Violation Fund 

(a) In order to facilitate the receipt and tracking of funds brought in due to ordinance violation fines, an 

Ordinance Violation Fund is hereby established.  

(b) The Ordinance Violation Fund shall automatically revert to the General Fund on January 1 of each 

year. 

(c) The Town Council shall have the authority and discretion to allocate funds from the Ordinance 

Violation Fund to the general fund at any time. 

(d) This fund shall not be used for the receipt of any funds from any traffic related offense. In the event 

that traffic fines are errantly placed in this fund, they shall be immediately moved to the general fund 

upon discovery of said error. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

 

Sec. 3-86 ï Park and Recreation Building Fund 

A Park and Recreation Building Fund is hereby established. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-87 - Police Department IDP Fund 

(a) The IDP Fund shall receive at least one-half of the funds received from Deferred Prosecution cases. 

The Town Council shall have the discretion to allocate up to one hundred percent (100%) of these 

funds to the IDP fund 
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(b) The IDP fund shall be used for miscellaneous expenses related to the operation and maintenance of the 

Police Department.   

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-88 Water Works Maintenance Fee Fund 

(a) A non-reverting maintenance fee fund is established for the Town Water Works.  

(b) A fee of four dollars ($4.00) will be added to all water bills each month for this fund. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

 

Sec. 3-89 - Water Works Customer Deposit Non-Reverting Fund 

A Water Works Customer Deposit Fund is hereby established. It shall be a non-reverting fund for the 

purpose of deposit and maintaining refundable deposits paid by Water Works customers.  

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-90 - DUI Taskforce Grant Fund 

A DUI Taskforce grant fund is established. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-91 - Recycling Program Non-Reverting Fund 

A Recycling Program non-reverting fund is established for the money received by the Lake County Solid 

Waste District to help with the expenses of recycling in New Chicago. It is to help reduce the amount of 

waste going to the landfills.  

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sections 3-92 through 3-120 ï Reserved. 
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Article 6 - Requests for public documentation 

Sec. 3-121 - Definitions  

For the purposes of this article, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or 

requires a different meaning. 

Copying fee means the fee charged by the Town for copies of public records. 

Exceptions to public records is defined as currently defined by IC § 5-14-3-4 or as amended by the state 

legislature from time to time. 

Public records is defined as currently defined by IC § 5-14-3-2 or as amended by the state legislature 

from time to time. 

Reasonable particularity is defined as currently defined by IC § 5-14-3-3(a) or as amended by the state 

legislature from time to time. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-122. - Fee for copying of public records established  

(a) In all instances where a copying fee for a public record has not been set by state law, the offices and 

departments of the Town shall charge a fee of twenty-five cents ($0.25) per page for public records 

requested pursuant to Indiana Access to Public Records Law IC § 5-14-3-1 et seq. The minimum 

charge shall be rounded up to the nearest dollar.  

(b) The copying fee established shall be paid in advance of receiving the copied public records. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-123 - Form of requests  

(a) All requests made under this article shall be made in writing to the Town, on a form provided by the 

Town and made available at the Town hall, and shall request the information sought with reasonable 

particularity. 

(b) If a request is not made in accordance with subsection (a), the Town shall promptly inform the 

requestor of the deficiencies within the request. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-124 - Conflicts with Indiana Public Records Act  

Any section of this article which is or may be in conflict with the Indiana Public Records Act, as set forth 

at IC § 5-14-3 et seq., shall be deemed void, and that section of the Indiana Public Records Act shall be 

used in place of said section of this article. 
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(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 3-125 ï New Chicago Police Department Fees for Services 

(a) The fees for the following services provided by the New Chicago Police Department shall be as 

follows 

(1) Salvage vehicle identification number checks. ï twenty-five dollars ($25.00) 

(2) Lifetime gun permits ï fifty dollars ($50.00) 

(3) Four (4) year gun permits ï ten dollars ($10.00) 

(4) Accident reports ï fifteen dollars ($15.00) 

(5) Police Incident Reports (exluding accident reports) ï ten dollars ($10.00) 

(6) Towing release fees ï twenty dollars ($20.00) 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

 

Sections 3-126ð3-135 - Reserved. 

 

Article  7 ï Identity theft protection 

Sec. 3-136. - Identity theft prevention program   

The Clerk-treasurer will: 

(a) Develop, implement and maintain the practices and procedures necessary to appropriately verify the 

identity of utility clients; 

(b) Safeguard client identity information from disclosure to anyone other than employees authorized and 

required to access such information;  

(c) Train all clerk-treasurer employees in the identity theft prevention program practices and procedures; 

(d) Notify the New Chicago Police Department in the event of: 

(1) Suspected identity theft or fraud; 

(2) Inappropriate disclosure of identity information; or 

(3) Loss of identity information. 

(e) Notify the affected individual in the vent of 

(1) Suspected identity theft or fraud; 

(2) Inappropriate disclosure of identity information; or 

(3) Loss of identity information. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 
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Town Code (2017) | 37  

 

Chapter 4 ï Personnel policy and administration  
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Article  1 - Generally 

Sec. 4-1 - Definitions  

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to 

them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

Absent without leave means an employee's absence from work without authorization from his/her 

supervisor. 

Appearance means an employee's attire, personal hygiene, and personal appearance. 

Conflict of interest means a situation in which an employee has a direct or indirect financial interest in a 

matter with which he is dealing by virtue of his/her employment. 

Disciplinary action means action taken against an employee as a result of an infraction of rules, 

regulation or policy. 

Employee means a person employed by the Town and classified as exempt, non-exempt, full-time, part-

time, temporary or seasonal. 

Gifts and gratuities means anything of monetary value given to an employee by virtue of his/her 

employment or duties. 

Holiday means a paid day off in recognition of a legal holiday. 

Hours of work means the period between the designated starting and stopping times of work, and shall 

include any authorized breaks or time, and shall include any authorized breaks or time off which may fall 

within this period. 

Intoxication means the state of being under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or other substances causing 

impairment to the employee's judgment, mental processes, and/or physical ability. 

Leaves means time off granted to an employee pursuant to this chapter. 

May is discretionary. 

Nepotism means the hiring or causing to be hired of relatives. 

Outside employment means employment with an employer other than the Town. 

Political activity means partisan political activity, including campaigning, fund-raising, and 

electioneering. 

Public relations means the conduct, behavior, and appearance of an employee when dealing with 

members of the public or when working in the public view. 
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Residency requirements means a condition of employment relating to the place of residence of an 

employee. 

Shall is mandatory. 

Tardiness means failure to report to work at the designated starting time without authorization from a 

superior. 

Travel expenses means an expense incurred by an employee when traveling to, from, or during the 

performance of assigned duties in a location outside the Town. 

Vacation means time off from duty with pay. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-2 - Applicability   

The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all full-time, part-time, temporary, and seasonal employees of 

the Town, but shall not include elected and appointed officials, attorneys, or independent contractors. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-3 - Equal employment opportunity policy  

(a) The Town, including all departments thereof, shall maintain a strong policy of equal employment 

opportunity. All necessary actions shall be taken to ensure equal employment opportunity for all 

employees and applicants for employment.  

(b) Hiring, employment, training, promotion, compensation, and discipline shall be based upon personal 

competence, qualifications and potential for advancement, without regard for race, color, religion, sex, 

sexual orientation, national origin, age, or disability.  

(c) This policy shall apply to all aspects of employment, including recruiting, hiring, training, transfer, 

discipline, promotion, job benefits, educational assistance, and social and recreational activities. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-4 - Harassment   

(a) Any sexual, racial, or other forms of harassment are hereby prohibited by this chapter, as well as by 

state and federal law. Any person making unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, or 

other such verbal or physical conduct creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive working 

environment shall be subject to disciplinary procedures as set out in this chapter. 
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(b) Any employee or applicant for employment who believes he is being or has been subjected to any 

form of harassment prohibited by this section shall immediately notify his/her supervisor or, if 

necessary, any member of the Town Council. 

(c) Any report of harassment shall be promptly investigated and/or referred to the proper law enforcement 

agency. 

(d) Any employee or Town official who fails to comply with subsections (a) and (c) shall be subject to 

disciplinary action up to, and including, termination. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-5 ï Reserved.  

 

Sec. 4-6 ï Employee handbook 

(a) The Town Council shall promulgate an employee handbook detailing hiring practices, employment 

policies, workplace rules, employee expectations, time off, discipline, and other employment matters.  

(b) This handbook shall be made available to each employee and at least two (2) copies shall be available 

for public review and/or copying at the Town Hall. 

(c) The Employee Handbook in force as of the date of the passage of this ordinance is hereby reaffirmed 

and shall remain in force until amended, replaced, or otherwise repealed by the Town Council. 

(d) In the event the Employee Handbook and Town Code shall conflict, the Town Code provision shall 

prevail. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sections 4-7 through 4-20 ï Reserved. 

 

Article  2 - Employment and performance requirements 

Sec. 4-21 - Overview  

(a) As an organization responsible for serving the public, it is necessary to develop certain guidelines to 

ensure good work practices and attitudes in dealing with the public. In establishing these rules, it is not 

the intention of the Town to restrict the personal rights of any individual, but to protect the rights of all 

employees and ensure the effective delivery of services to the public.  

(b) Employees are therefore expected to be. 

(1) On time and alert when scheduled for work; 

(2) Careful and conscientious in the performance of their duties; 

(3) Thoughtful and considerate of other people; and 

(4) Courteous and helpful, both when dealing with the public and with other employees and Town 

officials. 
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(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-22 - Contracting with relatives of elected officials  

(a) The Town finds that it is necessary and desirous to adopt a policy of conduct with regard to nepotism 

in the employment with the Town and in contracting with the Town in order to continue to be able to 

provide local government services to its residents and to comply with the new laws effective July 1, 

2012 known as IC § 36-1-20.2 and IC § 36-1-21, respectively. 

(b) This ordinance shall be deemed a continuation of the previously enacted anti-nepotism ordinance. 

(c) The Town shall have a nepotism and a contracting with a unit policy that complies with the minimum 

requirements of IC § 36-1-20.2 (hereinafter "nepotism policy") and IC § 36-1-21 (hereinafter 

"contracting with a unit by a relative policy"). 

(d) The Town adopts the minimum requirements provisions of IC § 36-1-20.2, and including all future 

supplements and amendments thereto which become law from time to time, and making them a part 

hereof as if fully set out herein. 

(e) The Town contracting with a unit by a relative policy is hereby established effective immediately by 

adopting the minimum requirements provisions of IC § 36-1-21, and including all future supplements 

and amendments thereto which become law from time to time, and making them a part hereof as if 

fully set out herein.  

(f) All elected and appointed officials and employees of the Town are hereby directed to cooperate fully 

in the implementation of the policies created by this section and demonstrating compliance with these 

same policies. 

(g) Failure to abide by or cooperate with the implementation, compliance and certifications connected 

with the nepotism policy is a violation and may result in the discipline, including termination, of an 

employee or a transfer from the direct line of supervision or other curative action. An elected or 

appointed official of the Town who fails to abide by or cooperate with the implementation, with the 

compliance and with mandated certifications of either the nepotism policy may be subject to action 

allowed by law. 

(h) Failure to abide by or cooperate with the implementation, compliance and certifications connected 

with the contracting with unit by a relative policy is a violation and may result in the discipline, 

including termination, of an employee or a corrective action. An elected or appointed official of the 

Town who fails to abide by or cooperate with the implementation, with the compliance and with 

mandated certifications of either the nepotism policy or the contracting with unit by a relative policy 

may be subject to action allowed by law. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-23 - Introductory period for new employees  

(a) New employees shall be subject to a ninety (90) day evaluation or introductory period to verify skills, 

capabilities, and suitability for their position.  
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(b) This shall not be interpreted to mean that the Town shall have an obligation to employ any person until 

the end of this time period.  

(c) During this period, either the Town or the employee may terminate employment without cause and 

without advance notice.  

Full-time employees shall be eligible for all employment benefits during the introductory period with the 

exception of health insurance, for which eligibility will begin the first of the month following the 

ninetieth (90
th
) day of employment. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec 4-24 ï Absenteeism and Tardiness 

(a) Employees shall be expected to be on time for all of their shifts in order to serve the citizens of New 

Chicago in a professional manner. 

(b) There shall be a point system in place in order to track and quantify employee tardiness and absences.  

(1) Unless prior arrangements have been made, employees shall receive one (1) point for each day 

they call off of work and one half (0.5) of a point for each day that they are late for work. If an 

individual arrives more than two hours after the scheduled start time for a shift, the Town shall 

have the discretion to allocate an entire point.  

(2) If an employee calls off two (2) or more consecutive days due to illness or other medical 

reasons, the employee shall only be charged with the first dayôs point upon presentation of a 

medical note from a duly licensed and qualified medical professional (i.e. medical doctor or 

nurse practitioner).  

(3) Any employee who receives ten (10) points within any calendar year shall be terminated. 

(4) Individuals who call off due to bereavement as described elsewhere in this chapter shall not be 

assessed a point upon presentation of documentation of the cause of bereavement. 

Documentation shall include, but may not be limited to, medical records indicating death, a 

death certificate, or an obituary.  

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-25- Substance abuse  

(a) Employees shall not use alcohol or illegal drugs while on duty. 

(b) Employees shall not use legal substances which impair the ability and/or judgment of the employee 

while on duty without the advice of a physician. In those cases, said use must be immediately reported 

to the supervisor for determination of fitness for the specific duty assigned. 

(c) Employees shall not report to work intoxicated or otherwise under the influence of alcohol or illegal 

drugs. The terms "intoxicated" and "under the influence" shall be strictly defined to include any 

amount of alcohol or illegal drugs. 
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(d) Employees who are repeatedly absent or tardy to work due to alcohol or illegal drug use shall be 

required to obtain a medical evaluation in conjunction with any disciplinary action and shall be further 

required to comply with any and all recommendations and treatment plans developed through such an 

evaluation. 

(e) Employees who violate this section shall be subject to disciplinary action.  

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-26 - Conflict of interest  

An employee having a financial interest in a company, firm, or matter which might benefit from dealings 

with the Town shall either divest himself of such interest, or report the conflict of interest to the Town 

Council through the department supervisor, and shall comply with all reporting requirements as 

established by state statutes. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-27 - Gifts and gratuities  

(a) Employees shall not accept any gifts in excess of fifty dollars ($50.00) from any individual, firm, or 

corporation that might benefit from such action. 

(b) Employees shall not accept any cash or cash equivalents in excess of ten dollars ($10.00) from any 

individual, firm, or corporation that might benefit from such action. 

(c) In the event that an individual insists on offering a gift or gratuity in excess of this limit, it shall be 

turned in to a supervisor to be donated to a non-profit organization. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-28 - Political activity   

No employee shall use his/her position and/or time during working hours to participate or assist in any 

political campaign or cause. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-29 - Public relations  

(a) Employees shall be courteous and professional in dealing with the public in person, by telephone, and 

by correspondence.  

(b) Complaints regarding an employee will be investigated and may result in disciplinary action. 
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(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-30 - Dress 

Employees shall report for work wearing clothing appropriate to their duties, or as designated by the 

department rules or supervisor. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sections 4-31 through 4-39 ï Reserved. 

  

Article 3 - Compensation and benefits 

Sec. 4-40 - General compensation policies  

(a) Compensation in the form of salary or wages shall be paid to all employees of the Town in accordance 

with the statutes of the state governing municipal employees. 

(b) The amount of salary of the wages paid to employees shall be set at the discretion of the Town 

Council. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-41 - Overtime  

(a) The Town shall compensate its employees for overtime work in accordance with state and federal law.  

(b) An attempt to plan overtime compensation shall be made with consideration for the employees and the 

effective delivery of services to the public. 

(c) Only non-exempt employees must receive advance authorization from the department supervisor to 

work overtime.  

(d) All authorized overtime shall be compensated at the rate of time and one-half.  

(e) Overtime by employees of the Police Department shall be in accordance with the Police Department 

rules and regulations. 

(f) Water Works employees also working on the Street Department: Overtime will be paid after forty (40) 

hours have been worked on their regular job. Individual will be paid time and one half (1 ½) for all 

hours over (40) on a regular pay period at the Water Works pay rate.  

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 
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Sec. 4-42 ï Sick Leave  

(a) All sick leave, vacation days, and personal days shall be based upon the calendar year January 1
st
 to 

December 31
st
. Employees completing one (1) full year of service with the Town shall be entitled to 

ten (10) days sick leave. After five (5) years of service are completed, the employee shall be entitled to 

fifteen (15) days sick leave. After ten (10) years of service are completed, the employee shall be 

entitled to twenty (20) days sick leave. After fi fteen (15) years of service are completed, the employee 

shall be entitled to twenty-five (25) days sick leave. After thirty (30) years of service, the employee 

shall be entitled to thirty (30) days sick leave. 

(b) Sick leave pay is designated as follows; the employee shall not receive sick leave for the first five (5) 

working days taken during the year in question. Thereafter, the employee shall be entitled to sick leave 

which shall be paid at eighty percent (80%) of their regular forty (40) hour rate. The employee shall be 

responsible for furnishing the Town with a physicianôs statement setting forth the basis for the sick 

leave. The Town shall not be obligated to pay any sick leave unless medical documentation is 

provided. 

(c) Employees shall be entitled to utilize available vacation days and personal days to cover the 

preliminary five (5) day period during which sick leave will not apply. If there are no available 

vacation days and personal days, then the employee shall not be compensated for the first five (5) 

days. 

(d) Any employee who is absent from work for more than three (3) consecutive work days shall be 

required to provide his/her immediate supervisor with a physicianôs statement setting forth the medical 

reason for absence and furthermore releasing the employee to return to work.  

(e) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to contravene the point system found within section 4-24. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-43 - Other leaves 

(a) Military leave. An employee who is a member of the Reserve Armed Forces of the State of Indiana or 

the United States shall be entitled to a leave of absence without loss of pay for not more than fifteen 

(15) calendar days annually. To receive such leave, the employee must bring notification of service 

papers upon receipt to the office of the Clerk-Treasurer. 

(b) Family and medical leave. The Town shall comply with all state and federal laws and regulations, 

including the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA), as amended. Employees shall be 

granted unpaid leave: 

(1) To care for the employee's child after birth or placement for adoption or foster care; 

(2) To care for the employee's spouse, son, daughter, or parent who has a serious health condition; 

(3) For a serious health condition that makes the employee unable to perform the employee's job; or 

(4) Certain kinds of paid leave may be substituted for unpaid leave. The employee shall provide 

advance leave notice and medical certification of at least thirty (30) days, where the leave is 

foreseeable. 

(c) Civil leave. Leave with pay shall be granted to full-time employees required to serve on a jury or serve 

as a witness in any local, state, or federal court. Proof of jury duty shall be in the form of a pay 
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voucher for such services. Appearing in any court as a litigant shall not qualify an employee for 

compensated civic leave. 

(d) Bereavement leave. Full-time employees shall be granted up to three (3) days leave with pay upon the 

death of the employee's parent, child, spouse, sibling, grandparent, grandchild, or spouse's parent, 

child, sibling or grandparent. This paid bereavement leave shall not extend beyond the day 

immediately following the funeral. Notwithstanding, this leave may be extended at the discretion of 

the Town Council. 

(e) Training leave.  

(1) Employees may be granted paid leave for the purpose of participating in training which will 

increase the knowledge and efficiency of the employees in their position with the Town. Such 

leave shall be granted at the discretion of the Town Council.  

(2) If such training is directly related to the business of the Town, the cost of such training may be 

paid by the Town upon the successful completion of the training.  

(3) The costs of training shall be limited to registration or tuition fees, textbooks, or other training 

materials not readily obtainable by the Town.  

(4) Transportation and lodging may be paid at the discretion of the Town Council. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-44 - Travel reimbursement policy  

(a) The Town Council must approve all employees' function requests prior to the employees attending 

said function which is located outside of Lake County or more than twenty-five miles from New 

Chicago.  

(b) Employees shall be reimbursed thirty dollars ($30.00) per day for meal expenses while attending out-

of-county functions. 

(c) Employees using their own vehicles shall be reimbursed for mileage at the current Internal Revenue 

Service mileage rate. Said employees shall report their beginning mileage and ending mileage or 

provide a printout showing the distance to travel between points of travel from a website such as 

Google Maps or MapQuest. 

(d) Employees' housing allowance will be at the rate not to exceed the group rate in effect at the 

hotel/motel where the event is taking place upon presentation of a paid statement. 

 (Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sections 4-45 through 4-55 - Reserved. 
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Article 4 - Employee discipline 

Sec. 4-56 - Scope  

This article shall apply to all employees with the exception of police officers. The discipline of police 

officers shall be controlled by state statutes and by the Town Police Department rules and regulations. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-57 - General policies  

(a) The policy of the Town in formulating its employee disciplinary procedure is to ensure an equitable, 

uniformly enforced policy. 

(b) Employment with the Town creates no duty or obligation, contractual or otherwise, on the part of the 

Town for continued employment, nor does it create any right on the part of the employee for continued 

employment. The Town retains the authority to terminate an employment relationship with an 

employee for any reason not prohibited by law, at any time, and with or without notice. 

(c) Employees shall provide a minimum of two (2) weeksô notice before terminating employment. 

Accrued vacation pay is forfeited if there is less than two weeksô notice before voluntary termination. 

Employees leaving without notice shall be considered as voluntary terminations with accrued vacation 

pay and accrued personal leave days being forfeited. 

(d) It shall be the general policy of the Town to impose a progressive system of discipline as a means of 

encouraging quality work performance and discouraging violations of policies, rules and regulations. 

However, severe discipline, including demotion, transfer, suspension, and termination, may be 

imposed depending upon the nature and severity of the offense of violation. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-58 - Disciplinary actions  

Employees may be punished for the following violations in the following methods or as otherwise 

described in the New Chicago employee manual.  

(a) Unacceptable job performance. 

(1) Verbal warning. The manager or supervisor shall first advise the employee verbally that the 

employee is not performing to acceptable standards. The manager or supervisor shall inform or 

review with the employee the acceptable standards and the employee's specific deficiencies. 

(2) Written warning. If satisfactory improvements are not exhibited after a verbal warning, and 

within a maximum of thirty (30) days after the verbal warning, a written warning will be given 

the employee for review and action, which warning shall be entered into the employee's 

personnel file. Also, if the employee commits another similar offense or violation, or exhibits 

similar performance deficiencies after a verbal warning, the manager or supervisor should issue 

a written warning. 



 

Town Code (2017) | 48  

 

(3) Suspension, transfer and/or demotion. If the employee's performance does not improve 

following a written warning, but the manager or supervisor believes the employee is still 

capable of improvement, the manager or supervisor may demote, transfer, or suspend the 

employee, with said suspension being for a period of from one (1) to three (3) days in duration. 

(4) Termination. If the employee's performance continues to be deficient, his/her employment shall 

be terminated. 

(b) Insubordination.  

(1) Insubordination shall be defined as the refusal of an employee to perform an assigned duty 

when such assignment is made legitimately and with due regard for the employee's mental and 

physical well-being.  

(2) Insubordination shall also include untruthfulness to the employee's supervisor.  

(3) Depending upon the nature and severity of the subordination, the manager or supervisor may 

elect to by-pass the written warning and/or verbal warning in favor of a more severe form of 

discipline. 

(c) Theft or destruction of property; causing injury. An employee who steals, converts, takes without 

authorization, intentionally damages, or destroys Town property or the property of another during the 

course of his/her employment, or who intentionally or recklessly causes the injury of another person, 

shall be subject to severe disciplinary action, including termination. 

(d) Criminal conviction. An employee convicted of a misdemeanor may be subjected to severe 

disciplinary action, depending upon the severity of the offense and whether the activity for which the 

employee is convicted reflects adversely on the Town or on the employee's ability to perform his/her 

job. An employee convicted of a felony shall be immediately terminated. 

(e) Harassment. An employee who violates the policies of the Town relating to sexual harassment and to 

equal opportunity shall be subjected to severe disciplinary action depending upon the nature and 

severity of the offense. A first offense shall result in no less than a written warning and suspension. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sections 4-59 through 4-70 ï Reserved. 

 

Article 5 - Drug and alcohol policy 

Sec. 4-71 - Generally  

(a) The Town of New Chicago, Indiana makes a commitment to provide employees a safe working 

environment, to ensure that employees, equipment and operating practices comply with health and 

safety standards, and to maintain public confidence in the Town and its employees.  

(b) Since the Town of New Chicago, Indiana values each employee, the Town offers employees 

assistance in dealing with alcohol and drug abuse problems. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 
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Sec. 4-72 - Payment of cost of rehabilitation program and subsequent testing  

The cost of any rehabilitation program and subsequent testing will be borne by the employee. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-73 - Policy  

(a) The Town of New Chicago, Indiana requires all employees to report for work in a condition that 

allows them to perform their duties in a safe and efficient manner.  

(b) Employees will not be permitted to work under the influence of alcohol or with prohibited drugs in 

their systems thereby affecting job performance. 

(c) Violation of any provision of this article will be considered just cause for disciplinary action up to and 

including discharge, even for a first offense.  

(d) Refusal to adhere to any part of the policy may be considered an act of insubordination and also may 

lead to disciplinary action up to and including termination. 

(e) This article and related procedures may be modified by the Town at any time in order to comply with 

any applicable federal, state or local laws or to better serve the needs of the Town. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-74 - Prohibited drugs  

(a) Prohibited drugs are defined as illegal substances, including controlled substances as defined in the 

Controlled Substance Act (21 U.S.C. § 8120) and the Code of Federal Regulations (21 C.F.R. 

1308.11-1308.15), synthetic cannabinoids, and prescription controlled substance which have not been 

prescribed by a licensed physician or dentist for specific treatment purposes for the employee.  

(b) Abuse of prescription or over-the-counter drugs will also be treated as a substance abuse problem 

under this article. 

(c) This article prohibits the illegal use, sale, transfer, distribution, possession, or unlawful manufacture of 

narcotics, drugs, or other controlled substances while on the job or on county premises (including 

vehicles used for Town business). These include but are not limited to marijuana, cocaine, crack, PCP, 

heroin, LSD, amphetamines, hallucinogens, and barbiturates. Any illegal substances found on such 

premises will be turned over to the county or state police and may lead to criminal prosecution. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-75 - Alcohol  

(a) The use of alcohol on the job or on Town premises is prohibited, unless such use is non-abusive and is 

part of an authorized official event held off Town premises.  

(b) The use or possession of alcohol in vehicles used for Town business is strictly prohibited. 
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(1) Alcohol possession applies to all open or unsealed alcoholic beverage containers.  

(2) Such containers are not allowed on the job or on Town premises, unless their possession is part 

of an authorized official event.  

(3) Possession of such containers in vehicles used for Town business is never authorized. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 4-76 - Reporting violations  

(a) Employees must as a condition of employment, abide by the terms of this article and report any 

conviction to the Town under a criminal drug statute for violations occurring on or off Town premises 

when conducting Town business.  

(b) Report of a conviction must be made to the Town within five (5) business days after the conviction. 

The Town will then notify the appropriate contracting officer within ten (10) days after receiving 

notice from either the employee or from another source. (These requirements are mandated by the 

Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988.) 

(c) An employee who is involved with off the job illegal drug activity may be considered in violation of 

this article. In determining whether disciplinary action will be imposed for this activity, the Town will 

consider the circumstance of each incident, including but not limited to any adverse effect the 

employee's actions may have on its customers, other employees, the public, or the county's reputation 

and image. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 
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Chapter 5 - Parks and recreation 

Sec. 5-1 - Applicability   

This chapter shall apply to all areas and property within the jurisdiction of the Town Board of Parks and 

recreation, and to all persons using, or otherwise present, thereon. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 5-2 ï Park board 

(a) Pursuant to Indiana Code 36-10-5-2(b), the Park Board of the Town is hereby established as the "park 

authority." 

(b) The Park Board shall manage all public parks, including approaches, that belong to the Town. 

(c) The Park Board may recommend to the Town Council and the Town Council thereby by ordinance 

may establish, lay out, or improve public parks or grounds, or make extensions of parks or grounds.  

(d) If it is necessary to acquire land, water rights or easements, or a pool, lake or natural stream of water, 

the Park Board may condemn that property and take possession of it if within the Town. However, 

before the Park Board condemns the property, it shall assess the damages to the owners of the property 

at a meeting of the authority. Property owners must be provided fair market value for their property. 

Additional condemnation proceedings are the same as those provided for the taking of property to 

open streets.  

(e) Any condemnation of property, including the acquisition price, must be approved by the Town 

Council. 

(f) The Park Board may adopt rules concerning the laying out, improvement, preservation, ornamentation, 

and management of the park. The Park Board shall allow monuments or buildings for libraries, works 

of art, or historical collections to be erected in a park, as long as they are under the control of the 

persons in charge of the park and no enclosure separates them from the rest of the park. 

(g) The Town Council of the Town may levy a tax on all taxable property in the municipality to pay for 

park property and for its improvement. The Town Council may also borrow money and issue bonds of 

the Town at any rate of interest payable annually or semiannually and may sell them for at least par 

value. The money derived from the sale of bonds may be used only for the purchase or improvement 

of the parks. The Town Council shall annually levy a tax sufficient to pay the interest on the debt on 

all taxable property in the Town to create a sinking fund for the liquidation of the principal of the debt. 

(h) The Park Board may employ such workers and purchase or contract for material as it may deem 

necessary with the approval of the Town Council; provided that in no case shall the amount paid for 

workers or the amount to be paid for such purchase of contracts exceed the amount of money 

appropriated for that purpose. 

(i) The Park Board may employ a competent person as the director of parks and recreation for the Town 

and define his/her duties; the appointment of said director and his/her salary shall be approved by the 

Town Council. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 
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Sec. 5-3 - Closing times  

All parks and recreational areas located within the Town and subject to the jurisdiction of the Town board 

of parks and recreation shall be closed between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m., and persons using 

or otherwise present thereon shall be considered to be trespassers unless approved in writing by the Parks 

and Recreation department.  

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 5-4 - Glass containers  

No glass containers of any kind shall be permitted within the public parks or recreational areas at any 

time. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 5-5 - Alcoholic beverages  

The use or possession of alcoholic beverages within the public parks and recreational areas shall be 

prohibited. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 5-6 - Motor vehicles  

(a) Motorized vehicles of any kind are strictly prohibited on Public Park and recreational area grounds, 

except upon any improved roadways or paved parking areas that may exist therein. 

(b) Exceptions. 

a. This section shall not apply to motorized wheelchairs used by handicapped individuals.  

b. Exceptions. 

i. This shall not apply to vehicles operated by the Town or at the direction or 

instruction of the Parks and Recreation Department.  

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 5-7 - Trash disposal  

Littering shall be prohibited in public parks and recreational areas, and all trash, rubbish, or garbage shall 

be removed or properly disposed of and placed in trash receptacles. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 
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Sec. 5-8 - Animals  

(a) It shall be unlawful to have dogs, cats, or other pets on park or recreational area property unless 

said animals are properly restrained and controlled. 

(b) It shall be unlawful to permit any animal to excrete on park or recreational area property unless said 

excrement is immediately removed and disposed of properly. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 5-9 ï Loitering  

It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to loiter on park or recreational area property.  

 (Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 5-10 ï Vandalism and destruction of property 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to vandalize, or otherwise damage or destroy, property owned or 

under the control of the Town board of parks and recreation. 

(b) Vandalism or destruction of property shall be punishable by a fine of no less than two hundred fifty 

dollars ($250.00) or more than two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00).  

(c) Individuals committing vandalism shall also be responsible for the replacement or repair of the 

damaged property. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 5-11 - Fees to be charged by the Parks Department  

(a) The Parks Department is hereby authorized to charge fees for the following reasons. 

(1) Park hayrides. 

(2) A fee for spaces at rummage sales held at New Chicago Parks. 

(3) Rental Fees and deposits for the reservation and use of New Chicago parks. 

(4) Repair costs for any damages done to New Chicago Parks. 

(b) A schedule of rates and fees as approved by the Town Council shall be kept on file at the Town Hall 

and available for public review. At least two (2) copies shall be available.  

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^)  
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Sec. 5-12 ï Violation; penalty 

(a) Unless otherwise specified by a more specific ordinance, a first offense under this chapter shall be 

punishable by a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00). A second offense is punishable by a fine of and 

two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00). A third or further subsequent offense is punishable by a fine of up 

to seven thousand five hundred dollars ($7,500.00) 

(b) Any fine under this section of two hundred dollars or less shall be payable before the Ordinance 

Violation Bureau. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 
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Chapter 6 ï Ordinance violations 

Article 1 ï Generally 

Sec. 6-1 - General penalty 

(a) Wherever in this Code or in any ordinance of the Town, or rule or regulation promulgated by an 

officer or agency thereof under the authority invested by law or ordinance, any act is prohibited or is 

made or declared to be unlawful or an offense, or the doing of any act is required, or the failure to do 

any act is declared to be unlawful, where no specific penalty is provided therefor, the violation of any 

such provision of this Code, ordinance, rule or regulation shall be punished by a fine as follows: 

(1) The first offense for all non-traffic offenses shall be punishable by a fine of no less than one 

hundred dollars ($100.00) or more than two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00). 

(2) Any subsequent offense shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed the greater of seven 

thousand five hundred dollars ($7,500.00) or the maximum amount allowed by law pursuant to 

IC 36-1-3-8 as amended. 

(b) Every day any violation of this Code or any such ordinance, rule or regulation shall continue shall 

constitute a separate offense. The fine provided for in this subsection shall be the maximum fine which 

may be imposed in those cases where another provision provides for a minimum fine but does not 

provide for a maximum fine. 

(c) The penalty provided by this section, unless another penalty is expressly provided, shall apply to the 

amendment of any Code section, whether or not such penalty is reenacted in the amendatory 

ordinance.  

(d) In addition to the penalty prescribed above, the Town may pursue other remedies such as, but not 

limited to, abatement of nuisances, towing of vehicles, injunctive relief, and revocation of licenses or 

permits. 

(e) Except as specifically provided otherwise, no Town officer or employee shall be subject to such fine 

for the failure to do any official act required by the provisions of this Code. This clause shall not 

exempt Town officers or employees from fines for acts not conducted in their official capacities.  

Sec. 6- 2 - Larger fines for subsequent offenses 

(a) Al l specifically enumerated fines set forth in the Town Code shall apply only in the event of a first 

violation by the defendant from and after the adopting of this ordinance unless a specific fine for 

subsequent offenses is specified. 

(b) Any subsequent violations of the same ordinance shall be punishable by greater of seven thousand five 

hundred dollars ($7,500.00) or the maximum amount permitted by law unless governed by a more 

specific ordinance. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 6-2 - Offenses punishable under separate provisions 

In all cases where the same offense may be made punishable, or may be created by different clauses or 

sections of the ordinances of the Town, the prosecuting officer may elect under which to proceed, but not 

more than one recovery shall be had against the same person for the same offense. Notwithstanding, in 
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the event the same course of conduct violates multiple distinct provisions, violations may be written for 

each offense.  

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 6-3 - Disposition of ordinance violation fines 

(a) All non-traffic fines collected due to ordinance violations shall be placed in the Ordinance Violation 

Fund established in section 3-85 of this code. 

(b) All traffic -related fines collected due to ordinance violations shall be placed into the General Fund. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sections 6-4 through 6-10 ï Reserved. 

 

Article 2 ï Ordinance Violations Bureau 

Sec. 6-11- Creation of Ordinance Violations Bureau 

There is hereby created an ordinance violations bureau for the Town, pursuant to IC § 33-36-3-1 et seq., 

as amended. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 6-12 - Appointment of Clerk-Treasurer as violations clerk 

The Clerk-Treasurer or her designee shall be appointed Violations Clerk of the Ordinance Violations 

Bureau to be the administrator of the Bureau and Violations Clerk.  

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 6-13 - Payment of fines to violation clerk 

An individual or entity may admit liability of any non-traffic violation punishable by a fine of two 

hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) or less and pay the proscribed fines at the office of the Violations Clerk.  

Any offense payable before the violations clerk shall be payable for at least fourteen (14) days before it is 

referred to the Town Attorney for prosecution in a court of competent jurisdiction. 

 (Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 
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Sec. 6-14 ï Jurisdictional limit upon Ordinance  Violation Bureau 

The Ordinance Violation Bureau may accept payment of fines for any non-traffic offense with a fine of 

up to two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00). 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 6-15 - Denial of violation; prosecution  

(a) If a person charged with a violation under this chapter wishes to exercise the right to trial, the person 

shall enter a written denial with the clerk. 

(b) If a person denies an ordinance violation under this chapter, or fails to satisfy a civil penalty assessed 

by the violations clerk after having entered an admission of violation, or fails to deny or admit the 

violation under this chapter, the clerk shall report this fact to the legal counsel for the Town, who shall 

have the responsibility to prosecute ordinance violation cases for the Town in a court of competent 

jurisdiction. 

(Added by Ord. 2017-^^) 

 

Sec. 6-16 ï Table of offenses payable before the Ordinance Violation Bureau 

(a) The following is a list of offenses that may be admitted and paid before the ordinance violation 

bureau. 

(b) In the event that the specific ordinance varies from this table, the specific ordinance shall prevail. 

(c) Table of offenses: 

5-3 Park closing times $100.00 

5-4 Glass containers in park $100.00 (first offense) 

$250.00 (Subsequent 

offenses) 

5-5 Alcoholic beverages in public park $100.00 (first offense) 

$250.00 (second offenses) 

5-6 Motor vehicle in park $100.00 (first offense) 

$250.00 (second offense) 
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5-7 Trash disposal in public park $100.00 (first offense) 

$250.00 (second offense) 

5-8 Unrestrained animal or failure to clean up excrement in 

public park 

$100.00 (first offense) 

$250.00 (second offense) 

5-9 Loitering in public park $100.00 (first offense) 

$250.00 (second offense) 

7-15(a) Failure to notify of frozen water meter $100.00 (first offense) 

8-12 Trees, shrubs, and grass $100.00 

9-233 No fence around swimming fool $100.00 

9-234 Insufficient fence around swimming pool $100.00 

9-235 Latch or lock swimming pool violation $100.00 

9-251 Swimming pool water supply $100.00 

9-252 Swimming pool filtering system $100.00 

9-253 Swimming pool outlets $100.00 

9-254 Swimming pool discharge maximum $100.00 

9-255 Drainage of swimming pool $100.00 

9-256 Improper pool structural design $100.00 

9-267 Pool walk areas $100.00 

9-258 Pool steps or ladders $100.00 

9-259 Pool electrical violation $100.00 

9-260 Pool grounding $100.00 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































